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The Sindhi is pure Sanskritical language, more

free from foreign elements than any other of the
North Indian vernacuiars, {Introduction, page7)
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The Sindhi is by no means an easy language, it is

on the contrary beset with more intricacies and

difficulties than any of its Prakrit sisters... for

Sindhi has preserved a great many forms for which

we look in vain in the cognate idioms.
{Introduction, Page2)
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The Sindhi has preserved most important
fragments of it and created for itself a grammatical

structure which surpasses in beauty of execution
and intemmal harmony. (int.pg.3)
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the cases we shall follow the common order,

which has been instituted by the old Sanskrit

grammarians, in order to facilitate the internal

comparison. (pg.42}
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TIPS

This case_termination corresponds exactly to the

Pali Prakrit Ablative case_termination by elision

of final thin Sanskrit ablative ‘', in Sindhi the final
long vowel has beennasalized. (pg.117)
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There is no personal pronoun of the Third person (singular
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The use of these suffixes constitutes quite a

peculiar feature of Sindhi language and
distinguishes it very advantageously from all the
kindred idioms of India, which are destitute of
pronominal suffixes. {page 225)
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The Sindhi, as well as the cégnate idioms, has lost

the power to form a comparative and superlative

degree after the manner of Sanskrit (and Persian)

by means of adjective suffixes, and it is very

remarkable that the Semetic way of companson
has been adopted. (Trumpp: page 156}
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The accusative of the personal pronouns must be

marked by the postposition dropped in poetry.
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In the past, the Grammars of Dr. Trump and Mr.

Seymour and the Manual of Mr. Dulamal

Bulchand were of considerable value to students

whose mother tongue was not Sindhi, but who

desired to learn the language of the province,
where they were labouring.
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The Sindhi Language is a composite language

formed by the confluence of three main streams of
thought Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic.
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Majority of scholars have agreed that the language
of Indus valley was not an off shoot of any foreign

language but it is really the original and
indigenous tongue of the Indus valley people.
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. The others are all Indo Aryan languages,

members of that branch of Indo_ European family

which derives from Sanskrit. They include many

important regional languages of India and

Pakistan (Gujrati, Marathi, Oruja, Assamese,

Kashmiri, Sindhi, Punjabi). Learner English_
Michael Swan, Shackle_ page 227)
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Grammar is neither a set of prescriptive rules, nor

an inventory of data, but a general scientific theory
of language *
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The Sindhi is by no means an easy Language, it is
on the contrary beset with more intricacies and
difficultics than any of its Prakrit sisters: the

Sindhi has preserved a great many forms, for
which we look in vain in the cognate idioms*’
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“We shall, on the other hand, be able to trace out a

certain residuum of vocables, which we must allot

to an old aboriginal language, of which neither

name or extent is now known to us, but which in all

probability, was of Tator stock of languages and

spread throughout the length and breadth of India

before the irruption of the Arian race, as all the

other vernaculars contain a similar non_ Arian

residuum of words, which have been already

designated as “provincial® by the old Prakrit
grammarians ®'
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As my object is to explain Sindhi etymology in the
manner most likely to be easy and to appear familiar
to Europeans, rather than language itself, I shall
consider Speech as divided into the same parts as in
English, and shall adopt a like arrangement, as far as
practicable, in treating of the different inflections and
relations of the words (p_ 16}
A SRy (r T s o (550 501 g S5 o1 T (o 585
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In the Sindhi Language, nouns have but two genders
and two numbers. They possess nine distinct methods
of inflection, and these inflections admit of six cases,
as tn Latin. A seventh is however added, that of the

Agent, which from its exclusive form and manner of
use, requires a separate classification
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Agent case is used only with the past tenses of
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terminations, the adjective, where such is used
taking also a like form, thus : “;le .2 glS” (with
thick trees) and * 5 o5e oesu” (to seven mares)
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The lesser numbers prefixed as above in the first
series, are considered as adjectives and agree with the
nouns following them, when, therefore, more than

one hundred is spoken of, the ‘s of ‘s&=¥, '3/ ete,

takes the plural form of ‘I’ as L. o =l {five hundred

and one}or one exceeding five hundred.
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‘sL after the manner of the Persian s and
Hindustani .7, refers the agent of the principal verb in
the sentence, of whatever person it may be, for the
repetition of which, it would be incorrect to employ
any of the personal pronouns, as ylzs 58 &8 ez o1
am going to my house) gz, & 45 g2y pa(He goes to

his home), € ~24% 5 07 (20 you t0 your house), or
where no agent 18 immediately expressed, it points at

mdividuality or exclusiveness, in contradiction to

what s foreign on an other’s, (47 footnote)
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Proper punctuation lends a precision to your
writing, gives it clarity, conveys to your reader
exactly the meaning you intend.
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Punctuations are signposts that guide your reader

through the sentence you have built.
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Orthography is a standardized way of using a

specific writing system (script) to write a language_

where more than one system is used for a language,

there can be more than one orthography. It generally

refers to spelling, that is the relationship between
phonemes and graphemes in a language.
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Phoneme is the smallest semantically distinguishing
unit in a written language. [t does not carry meaning
by itself.
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1_ Hayes Bruce, Morpho_phonemic Analysis, in
Introductory Phonology, Blackwell, 2009.
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“It is the art or craft of compiling, writing and
editing dictionaries.”

S b A B o £ 08T S 4 JF bl B 4 o

ol by
“Practical lexicographic work involves several
activities, and the compilation of well crafted
dictionaries require careful consideration of all or
some of the following aspects:
Profiling the intended users (i.e. linguistic and non._
linguistic competences}and identifying their needs
Defining the communicative and cognitive functions of the
dictionary
Selecting and organizing the components of the dictionary
Choosing the appropriate structures for presenting the data
in the dictionary
Selecting words and affixes for systematization as entries
Selecting collocations, phrases and examples
Defining words
Organizing definitions
Specifying pronunciations of words
Labeling definitions and pronunciations for register and
dialect, where appropriate
Selecting equivalents in bi_ and multilingual dictionaries
Translating collocations, phrases and examples in bi_ and
multilingual dictionartes
Designing the best way inwhich users can access the data
in printed and electronic dictionaries.

(Ref: wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)
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“To a linguist, it (Grammar) means the condification

of usage, and a description of the ways in which

words are typically used, according to carefully

coliected evidence.” (The Chambers Dictionary,
1993, page {vii).
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Anything that does not conform to a typical

pattern of usage is ungrammatical (Chamber’s
Dictionary, vii)

15 95 S P (8 5

2Aan) g3 /g S e o S r B (o F Iy S
Pl Gl T’ £ 0y el S == g A by e
sbest 7 kil ¢ (derivation and inflection) (o 8y Slnw’ /g puess’
bl g S bl 55 5 i5s 3 e ot (gOverning) gl Sus
fﬂ‘;g‘ib.a’nwéoﬂjuﬁ ’Uf"’(,f’-dhdt"'(és—’)u‘tf
oo S Y Sl S G b ) S 55 o AT 9 12 Bl
S o

— 133



e i e e 5k

{(Etymolgoy) § i} ohe ()

Etymology clense molild, ﬁ,e}L.‘ il b b Lo
g'fuighl(s)_,rpbg,.brdu.“‘; Gl o oA L
sian g bt b ‘.r'x-:o*-bfl".sﬁh A by 5r oAb
o FLE o Sl g et ol gty gorr S LongS o el
o ,g.al eI PR & dme o-&“?gr"T (9.'.{3‘,5) etymons skt e
b ol “Gaae b gole g AV thc.'-aJJ:-o_,r, crér o etymon ;e
oo By gl pp

Etymology is the study of the history of words,

their origins and how their form and meaning
have changed over time.
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be taken to mean that the person in question is a
“prostitute”. This is sexualisation of words for
women, (Lake Off, R. Language and Women's
Place, Harper and Row, N.Y 1975)
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vw e Rman dan LA 6 C Gt B A

Indus Phonetic Alphabet

voiced bilabial plosive

voiced bilabial implosive

voiced aspirated bilabial plosive
veiceless dental plosive

voiceless aspirated dental plosive
voicelcss retroflex plosive
voiceless aspirated retroflex plosive
voiceless dental fricative
voicetess bilabial plosive
viiceless aspirated bilabial plosive
voiced palatal plosive

voiced palatal implosive

voiced aspirated palatal plosive
voiced palatal nasal

voiceless palatal plosive

voiceless aspirated palatal plosive
voiceless pharyngeal fricative
voiceless post-velar plosive

voiced dental plosive

voiced aspirated dental plosive

voiced retroflex implosive
voiged dental! alveolar implosive
voiced retroflex plesive

voiced aspirated retroflex plosive
voiced dental fricative

vioced apico alveoar trill

voiced retroflex trill (tap/flap)
voiced aspirated retoflex trill
voiced afveolar fricative
voiceless alveolar fricative
voiceless post alveolar fricative
voiceless post- alveolar fricative
votceless retoflex fricative
voiced retoflexe fricative
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'Y ¢ ¢ voiced pharyngeal fricative
K ¢ ¢ voiced post alveolar fricative
f o o voiceless labio-dental fricative
q 5 3 voiceless viular plosive
k N7 fm voiceless velar plosive
K & - voiceless aspirated velar plosive
g - 4 Vveiced velar plosive
q _ 1 voiced velar implosive
g" < < voiced aspirated velar plosive
1 ~ 2 voiced velar nasal
1 3 g voiced alveo-dental lateral
o _ & voiced aspirated alveo-dental lateral
m P - voiced bilabial nasal
n o o voiced alveolar r_lflsal
A o o voiceless nasal
n ~ 5 voiced retrofiex nasal
s . &  voiced aspirated retroflex nasal
w , R voiced bi-labial approximant
' . . glottal plosive ;
h - » voiceless glottal fricative
¥ ‘.F ¢ voio_ed_palatal semi vowel
VOWELS
Dipthongs >4 Long .4,
’ vowels
w3 UAE P o Wi
A TAO A0 g b U g
s pai ai 8! IO T
sl maw0 AO Fl L ol
S miyam: A A1 o o
Al sai: All: o

S ol il g : o o o et

Symbol ~ or fi represents nasalisatuion
sThaBA o#r% , mufikPe JSor , Zzifidagit 52 .+ saifighaty WS

S ot

350 ok
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: o.h'l
3w ¢Ldll  The Sindhi alphabet

§ 0 e gl =i Name  Unicode Nagari equiv.
0 ¢ sy hamzah  U+062]

11 } il alif U+0627

la | i el gifmaddah U+0622 3T U+0906
2 W wdd g b U+0628 T U+092C
3o wHdd o b UH0678 T UHSTF
49 P2 e bhe T+0680 o U+092D
5 < D33 p tE U+0624 T U524
6 = w33 S e U+06TF U U+0925
70 LA g rE T+067D T U+IIF
g o i g Lhe T+067A S T+0920
5 <& KAl g 6 U+062B T U+0938
109 P2 e pt TH6TE U 40924
ng za> M U+062C I UH091C
1h S8 e e F U+091D
2z R SV U+0684 T U+097C
13z Faax &~ i U+0683 A U+09E
4z ZaS A fE=ce U636 T U+091A
15 T3> o the=che UH06ET T UH9IB
1% raa o edy vaddiHe UH062D T U+0939
17 & FAA  a xe=khe U+062E o U+0959
18 3 3 Jha dal U+062F T U+0926
19 & 3 gV dna UH068C & U+0927
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—— G ibatd Al ¢ gl G o5 it

20 3 2 g9 da de UH068A T U921
21 3 3 G J3 ddal ddeU+06SF  § UH9TE
2Nas 5 Fi- 80 ddal ddeUH068E T THOITE
22 4 J $9s U dha, dhe TU+068D T U+0922
23 3 a b o UH0630 ST U+095B
u ) ) ) U+0631 T TU+0930
25 9 3 &) 1 U+0699 T TUH095C
25h $)€)  w8)  rhe T U+095D
2 ) ) $) U+0632 T U+095B
27 M DA i U+0633 q 7+03938

W e b En=ol UH0634 U« U+0936

29 U@ JA=awadia  83d Suad UHE3S H U+0938
30 U@  pgeedsadta  Z3d Zuad U+H0636 T U+095B

31d  dedade gk Ter UH0637 T U+094

ph bbb sdb ozse U638 T UH95B

BE Fese  oe e U+0639

uE  fEE e gin . U063A T UH095A

358 s 4 g U+0641 W UH095E
g% "

36 —33 A ph? TH06A6 T U+092B

N3 53F S g U+0642 . TR U+0958
‘& SLL s US06AA P UH0915
S SSS S e TH06A T U916
0wl ZEE L& o meeAF T U1
R Y- Sy T 0918
nL B85 & g wom3 W Gaoum




Sty gilenl whhiies ol gy ik T ——

2L XEEX pE=ngt U+06B1 I; U+0919

43 U Jil lam U+0644 T U+0932
4 a peas A i U+0645 H U+092E
5O SRR S nla U+0646 & U+0928
s 533 . 0% nm U+0sBB T U40923
47 3 3 Py) 50 U+0648 T U+0935
ag FR 9 Y o il nandlEhE  TH0647 g U+0939
488 A38 b ok pandhthe U+06BE g U+0939
9 3 - yE U+064A T THF

« G
L~ 1L
L~ L

4925 3 gy hamzah  U+0626

The Sindhi alphabet consists of 49 letters with the following additions:
Sytbol 0 and letter 492 denots a uatus ¢'s.

Letter 1a denotes inittal <& or medial 3.

Letter 21ais an archaic glyph vanant of letter 21.

Letter 48a forms three digraphs denoting aspirates.

Letters 3, 12, 21, 41 are writters in the Devanagari script also as &, 51, 5, 7 or as &, -
Farther reading

Sindh design guide

Perso-Arabic Standard for Information Interchange

Enabling Pakistani languages through Unicode [PDF]

Sindhi computing

Sindhi online / Scnpt

Select enceding: UTF-3 | IS0-8839-6

Andreas Prilop
16 Apnl 2008

£9 Jlonzed o Tagile ale il Wl 5 oaT JLi gonigin o

87 (o)edy olah) peas (oo £ o ol 3 Jyy Jols Saly gl

alo g ool Jassmgd o LKeyboard o Jsmmess opeilis oal .*’.»T
g Joo JEmiu Somn gl i getSn (S ptle
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