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The branch of linguistics that deals with the differences
within a language arca is called linguistic geography. or,
some times. dialectology ” Mc David P.485)

-.L.a_g“;”.'ig.;tg'-a- =, (§1976) 58 i ';—5"’3 -,
S e o5

“Linguistic geography local regional variarions of a
language or dialect studied as a field of knowledge-
called also dialect geography ”
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The morphology and syntax of written Arabic arc essentially
the same in all Arab countries. Vocabulary differences are
lhmited mainly to the domain of specialized vocabulary.
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Suggested categories of diatypic varicty differentiation

situational contextuai example of English varieties
categories categories (descriptive contextual categories)

purposive role  field of discourse  Technical English, Non- Technical English
medium

_ _ mode of discourse  Spoken English, Written English
relationship

DIALECTAL VAR
the linguistic

User's| addresses %30« of qmwmﬂoﬁom of
i i iscourse r ren
relationship characteristics
" - . . user's USE ot
(a) Umqmo:m_ persona lenor Formal English, Informal English language in
(b) functional functional tenar  Didaclic English, Non- Didactic English
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suggested distinctions along the dimension of sitvation variation citegorised

Speaking

spontaneously
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as user's medium relationship
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the speaking

of what is writien

writing
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to be the not necessarily

T spokeniobe spoken

to be spoken
as if not written

to be read 1o be read

as if
(a) heard

{b) over heard
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(A computer could take most of these problems inits stride.
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and familiar.
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LINGUISTIC GEOGRAPHY
AND
VARIETIES OF LANGUAGE

(Lisaniyati Jagrafi Ain Bolijoon Aaradhayoon)

The present work  sindhi Bolee Jfisanivati  Jagrafi,
Aaradhayoon ain lafzee tarteeb isdivided into three parts: the first
part reviews the Sindhi work of Dr. Ghulam Ali Allana entitled
Sindhi Bolia Jee Lisani Jagrafi (Linguistic Gceography ol the
Sindhi Language, (1979:. The second part surveys briefly the
history of linguistic geography, its development and subsequent
switch overto the ficlds of sociolinguistics, language in contact,
and varietics of language. This eventually leads to a brief
discussion of the fields of language planning, language in
education, and language cducation bringing out the importance of
rescarch inall these fields inorderto have a positive immpact onthe
educational set up of our country. The third part deals with the
theme of word order and inflections in ihe Sindhi language.

PART ONE

Spreading over the first five chapters, Part Onc reviews the
work  Sindhi Bolia Jee Lisani Jagrafi, of Dr. Allana {1979,
particularly some of the concepts and ideas dicussed in the first
ehapter on this work, the only chapter related with linguistics |

Chapter Onescts the scene by bringing in. the arguinent that the
work under review Sindbi Bolia Jee Lisani Jagrafi(1979) is a
misnomer: obviously itis nota work of linguistic geography, and it
does not cover the geographical areas of sindh where Sindhi is
spoken. O the contrary, it discusses historical evidence of the
spread of the influcnce of the Sindhi language in the adjoining
arcas of Kaich, Kathiawar, Gujrat, Rajesthan, Baluchistan, and the
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Siraikt speaking areas. In this review, it has been argued that Dr.
Allana ‘s work on Linguistic Geography of the Sindhi language
does not study the linguistic variable, the main ingredient of 2
linguistic geography. Hence the Chapter's reference to thestory of

gardener who ended up cultivating a ‘wheat garden’

Chapter Two analyses the author 's professed mability to carry
out research work on linguistic geography. It brings evidence from
the history of the field showing that rescarch work can be carricd
out by one person and with limited means: Karl Haag in Germany,
Grierson in India, Edmand Edmont in France, and Hans Kurath in
America succceded inspite of their limitations. This leads to the
discussion of a couple of fallacics in arguments, misstatements,
and cxaggerations: for example, the duratian 1t ook Dr. Allana’s
work to bc completcd, and apparcnt  confuston regarding  the
theme and scope of the book. The tables and maps are reviewed to
show that they are far from being perfeet, and being a part of
census  reports, they do not show any distribution of linguistic
variable of pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary. Theee maps
from works of linguistic geography are given in this review to
clarify thispoint.

Chapter Three discusses some expressions of linguistic
gcography used by Dr. Allana: whether the book should have been
entitled  Zisans Or Lisanivat/ dingual or linguisticy geography:
what was the meaning of the expression " Sindhi Bolia Jee Lisani
Jagrafi Joon Hadoon" (the boundarics of the linguistic geography
ot the sindhi tanguageY? ln order to clarify the confusion between
the cxpressions "the geography of a language”. and "the linguistic
gcography” a number of ficlds emerging out of the relationship of
history —and - language, and gecography. and ~ language have been
discussed. The Last section of this chapter leads to a discussion of
the work of Grierson showing how it confers with or deviates
from the methodology ot lingustic geography,

Chapter Four of this book analvses acouple of misconceptions
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and misunderstandings regarding  a few  expressions  of
dialectolopy: distribution of dialects. and definition of language,
The first scction of this chapter reviews Dr. Allana's views about
division or distribution of dialects and the author 's apparent
confusion regarding the concepts of distribution and unification of
dialects. The source of confusion scems to be crroncous
interpretation and  defective comprchension of the work of
Leonard Rleomfield, whoe has been considered by the authorto be
the last word on hinguistic geography. It has been pointed out in
this review that Bloomfield's work on linguistic geography has
been considerd “strangely disjunct” by scholars in this field,
particularly William Labov; besides, a great arount of’ work in
the recal ficld of linguistic geography has since been carried out
without reference to Bloomfield. A detailed discussion ensues
about whether theright Sindhi translation for the word "Dialect”
is "Lahjo" or "Muhaviro". Dr Allana has rejected the use of
Muhaviro on the ground that "it 1s not correct from the linguistic
peint of view". This argument has been considered unscientific, A
lengthy discussion of the history of the words shows that
Colloquy, Colloguial, Idiom, and Dialcet , have had a shared
element of meaning throughowt the  Thistory: discourse,
conversation, etc.  These meanings are shared by all the four
Arabic words: Lughah, Lisan, Lahjah, ond Muhavirah It has becn
argued that the Arabic word Lafjahwould be more appropriate
for what Strevens calls accent. and therefore Muhaviral, a word
that has been used in Sindhi fora long time for dialect has every
reason to beretained for that usage Besides, evidently, there is no
lingnistic reason whatsoever to reject it or give 11a new meaning
atthisslage.

Chapter Fivebegins with a bricf discussion of the confusion over
the Stimulus and Response theory  which has not been followed
beyond Bloomfield’s 1933 version of it, and shows an apparent
ignorance of'the subsequentwork of Skinner andits rejection at the
hands of Noam Chomsky and a host of other scholars, some of
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whom had heen avowed behaviorists at one time, It gocs on w0
discuss Dr. Allana's rejection ot Dr. Gurbuxani's definitton which
considers language to be "ameansofiexpressing ideas.”

Dr Allana rejectshis definition on the grounds that it is quite
old and that the experts and students of linguistics are not prepared
toaccept it. The rejection of the definition lacks scund reasoning,.
Therefore, the chapter goes on to explain how various linguists
define language according (o their needs or the scope of their
subjeet matter. Differences between Dr. Gurbuxani's detinition
and the one projected by Dr. Allana have been brought cutto show
that the two came from different fields of expertise. that both
where genuine, and thatneither was o good to be above eriticism.
The argument  goes on to prove that Dr. Allana'’s definition does
not bear the burden of its own assumption. Giving cxamples
from Pearson (1977 Swrtevant (1947, and Bloch and  Trager
19420 it1s shown that each linguist has to redefine language
according 1o the lmmitations he or she has in view. Basing on
Labov's grouping of Social and Asocial Linguistics. it has been
shown how the two groups define language i cognitive or
aphatic lerms, how ‘individual” and ‘group’ are regarded by the
two. A summary of the two points of view alongwith a historical
development of the two throughs has been given, At theend ofthis
chapter all definjtions of Language according to Wehster (19760
are given to show how language may mean different things to
different people. This brings usto the end of Part Gne of this book,

PART TWO

PART TWOQ ot'this book presents a bricet review of the history of
the development of the concepts of Varieties of Language. The
Purt bomgs with a quotation from the Quran: (Surah Ar - Roume:
avah 223 which. contrary to the legend ofthe Babylon inthe Book
of genesis. considers varictics of language o he o sign of God
rather thana curse:
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"And of his signs are the Creation of the Heavens and the
Earth, and the Variations of your languages and of your
complexions (colorsk Veritly herein arc signs for the men of
"knowlcdge".

Chapter Six: shows how Comparative and Historical
Linguistics paved the way for Dialectal Studies. Showing how the
Greeks knew about diversity and dialectal differcnces, the chapter
goes on to mention how Dante pleaded for a common language in
place of the classical Latin. After iccland's unknown Grammarian,
the story brings us to the search for the first original language
Ursprache. The story of the pioneers in Comparative Dictionaries
brings us to Adelung and Vater's work (180618171 which
brought an era of comparative grammars ot Bopp, Rask, and
Grimm. After the work of CJ. Krauss (1787) on Phonetics,
semantics, and grammatical principles of Comparative linguistics,
Schlege! (1861y wrote about Indian languages. All these works
{aid the foundation of historical and comparative linguistics on
scientific lines. His Compendium of the Comparative Grammar
of the Indo - Germanic Language: Outline of Phonology and
Morphology ofthe Indo- Germanic Parent Language presented
the famous staumbaumthcorie, the genealogical tree model of
languages based on botamical classification. This method grouped
together the extant languages for their shared characteristics into
sub — families. For cach of these sub - families a parent language
{grundsprache) was assumed, and all of these common languages
were traced back to a single ursprache, original language
possessing the characteristics shared by them all. However, it was
realized that languages do not split sharply at given point in time
corresponding to the division of a line in the tree. The splitting was
understood  to begin sub  dialectally and proceed through
incrcasing divergence until the assumption of two  or more
distinct languages was warranted. This thcory of Schieicher's
pupil J Schmidt {1872yknown as wellentheorie, ortheory of waves
of innovations of linguistic changes supplemented the tree model.
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Onc achievement of the staumbaumthcoric, however, was to bring
Sanskritin the forefront of attention of linguistic research.

Just about this ime a group of young Genman grammarians,
Junggranimatiker, or neogrammarians, established some new rules of
sound change. Their representative  scholars H. Osthoff and K.
Brugmann made statcments to the effeet that all sound changes take
place according to laws which have no exceptions within the same
dialect. They said that the same sound will 1 the samie environment
alwavs develop inthe same way. They also claimed that analogical
creations  and reformations  of specitic  words  as lexical or
grammatical entities are equally a universal component of linguistic
change atall periods of history and pre history . They recommended
svachronic studies ofthe spoken torms ofthe living languages which
they thought would be more profitable than wrnitien words of the
dead language. They also differentiated  between written  letters of
language and speech sounds.

The wvears that followed  Schieicher 's Compendium and
ncogrammartans’ views brought inan era of rescarch in linguistic
geography  which resulted  into publication of  a number of
dialectal studics, dialectal surveys. dialect atlases and linguistic
geographies.

Chapter Seven Discussing the first era of linguistic geography,
Georg Wenker 's pioncering work on the linguistic geovraphy of
Germany (1876 15 mentioned . Wenker worked out 40 sentences
in standard  German and sent the list to school teachers
throughout the kingdom requesting them to get the  sentences
translated into  the local dialect. The 40000 answers received
helped in establishing differences in usage of vocabulary and
eranmmar. However, the pronuneiation of these answers could not
be recorded  accurately as the school teachers who were
responsible Tor collecning this data and had worked as reporters
had not been progerly trained inphonetics.




From Germany, the dialectal studies soon found their way into
England, Walter Williamx Skeat, the celebrated Philologist
established English Dialect Society in 1873, This Society aimed
at prescrving and collecting words in their proper form of
pronunciation, words trom various skills and professions, idioms,
sayings, elc.

Skeat published his Etymological Dictiopary (1898) and
English Dialects (1911, and Joseph Wright published his Dialect
Dictionary (1898_1905). The materials for these works were
collected through post. For Scotland Dr. James Murray published
his Dhalectal Studies of Varicus Counfies in 1873 In France
Edmond Edmont visited 639 places in four years with a
questionnaire of 1929 sentences. Jules Glicrone, a Swiss,
published this work as A#las Linguistique de ia France lis
emphasis was on phonetics and vocabulary. From 1903 to 1928
Grierson was busy on his work Linguistic Survey of India in
which he found cvidence of about 364 languages of the sub
continent.

Chapter Ejght discusses the second era of the linguistic
geography beginning with the work of Karl Jaberg and Jakob Jud
who worked in Italy on the lines of Glierone's work emphasizing
social and cultural background of the usage of words. For this
work the methodology required two informers from the same city
representing two social strata. The renewed work in France by
Albert Dauzat got services of trained workers, who were
required to ask for the information tactfully without using the
questionnaire. In America, Hans Kurath borrowing the services and
expertise of Jud, the lalian., as major trainer, trained a number of
workers who already had doctoral degrees in linguistics. A variety
of well — trained workers resulled into a variety of oulcomes.
Their informers were divided according to education and age.
Some informers  had to be totally uneducated, others with some
education, still others highly educated. Some informers were of
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old age and others were of young age. The questions were about
weather, houscheld. cooking utensils, cutlery and tnsruments,
domestic animals and, foods . The targets were variations i
pronunciation. vocabulary, morphology, and sometimes syntax.
The rescarch led w the works of Angus Meintosh on Scotland
11932y, Evgenc Dieth und Harold Orton's work on England. Every
new work was based on the edifice of the older one, makiug
tprovements over the monuments of the past.

Chapter Nipe discusses the natural wansition [rom linguistic
seography o dialectal studics to sociolinguistic studies. Going
into the detaiis of the decline in dialectal studies. 1t was pointed
outly Atwood that:

"Most dialect scholars bhave not been good beggars for private

(unds to carry on their research, Along with lack of mouney has

gene fack of manpowerwhich, Of course. 1s only anotherway

ofsaving that umes have changed.” Atwood. 1963+
One fact was thatafter the Second World War, beceuse of the cold
war cxisting between the great powers. the investing authoritics
changed their priorities from the dialectal studies 1o the teaching
of foreiun languages, and especially the teaclung of English asa
sccond or foreign language, which fields were considered 1o be
morc important strategically. Another fact was that the kind of
scholarship that was available during the days of depression ar
considerably fow cost was ditficult 1o findafter the World War for
the kmd of moucy available o the researchers  of lmguistic
eeography, Still another reason was that the scholars preferred the
comveniences of life available in offices and classrooms to the
inconveniences of roaming around from place to place in search
of  Intormers  on language  variables. Consegquently  the
Universitics offered more courses  towards foreign languages,
rescarch related with descriptive  grammars of those languages.
amd research into languige acquisition. sociolinguistics. language
cducation, and a rumber of other related ticlds, bringing a decline
or an cnd to the studies  in historieal linguisucs, comparative
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linguistics, and  linguistic = geography. Besides, linguistic
geography inits later years lost any orientation towards theoretical
linguistics, and the dialect geographcers were interested in getting
their matcrials published without any thcoretical allegiance. The
works of Martinet {1935y, Moulton 1962y, and Weinrich tried to
bring dialcetal studies in line with theorctical linguistics, but
these efforts only contributed towards launching a ncw cra of
sociolinguistics. The new ficlds merging out of this research could
be listed under language variations, to be discussed undcer
sociolinguistics and languages — in contact.

Chapter Ten shows how sociolinguistic studies, emerging out
ofthe dialectal studies, developed Asthe social variables cameto
be considered in linguistic studics, 1t was pointed out that varictics
of language cxist~d not only becausc of time and place
differences, but within the same community among people of
different ages, and with different  educational  and social
backgrounds. John Fischer's work on the variation of the
pronunciation of the "—ing” i1 present participles of English verbs
suggested that not only did it vary from one person to another, but
it varied in the speech of the dame person depending on the
occasion, the addressee., and the nature of the verb being used.
This and a number of other similar studies proved that the variation
of pronunciation, choice of vocabulary, and grammatical
structurec  were due to a number of social presswres. Labov
contributed a great deal to the methodology of earrying out
rescarch inthe sociology of language. Besides social paramcters,
he inttoduced random  sampling  in linguistic research. His
mterviews distinguished betwceen formal specch and free informal
speech. For morc formal speech, he had the informer read passages
and lists of words to show variation in the same speaker's
pronunciation of the same words. Labov's one major contribution
towards sociolinguistics was his objectivity He wanted to use
linguistic research in solving educational problems. There was a
group of linguists though that wantcd tostudy linguistic variables




just for the sake of linguistic information. Their studies were
mcant 10 beonly academic.
A number of linguists about this time continued their dialectal

studies leading to the emergence of he new fields: *language in

contact’, black studies. black dialects, pidgins, and creoles, These
studies resulted into a major change of outlook towards minority

languages and minerity dialects culminating into the ‘Bilingual

Education’ movement in which it was made legally binding on all
the schools receiving  in the USA inearly 70 's public funds to0
provide facilities of teaching to minority children their first
language, and helping them to take pride in their own culiural
values and social background. This movement acquired a great
deal of popularity following federal funding, leading 10 a number
of studies inthe dialects of minority children: Blacks, Mexicans,
Red - Indians, Appalachians, and Asians. Studies on black dialects
proved a2 number of popular beliefs to be wrong. For instance so
far the poputar beliet” attributed the black children’s improper
pronunciation of st/ to the thickness of their lips, although itis
obvious that if thickness of lips could affect any sounds, they
would be /by /p/, and /mv, ratherthan /7. Lips have nothing to do
with /r/ sound.

The enormity of the work on black dialects canbe realized from
the following remark of Woltramand Fasold 1974, p.35x

"Somewhat ironically, the descriptive concern for Vernacular

Black English has now "placed us in a position where we have

more descriptive information about this dialect than we do for

anumber of white non - standard varieties.”
Woltram did some work on Puerte Rican English, and Leap
worked on Chicano{Red—Indianivariety of English, and a number
of other studies were undertaken.

Under the heading of "languages in contact”, pidgins and
ereoles have been mentioned. Pidgins ( from business— bidginess
— bidgin — pidgin’ ymerged out of the contact of English
speaking colonialists and their subjcets. whereas creoles  from




crioulo, creole = white) emerged out of the contact of the colonists
from Portugal, Spain, and France with their subjects in South
American and West Indies. Some Scholars therefore consider the
two to be different things: Other scholars consider the first stage of
the emerging dialect to be pidgin so long as it is being used for
certain Limited purposes. When it becomes the mother tongue ofa
number of spcakers of an area and they usc it inevery day speech
for all purposes, it is called creole. According to Hall (1965
relexification insuch asituation leads to all those processes of the
growth and development of language: Changes in structures,
borrowing, and intermal changes in pronunciations. The studies of
Stevart (1967, 1968), Bailey (1965), and Dillard (1967, 1972)
showed that the Black dialects had some remnants of
pronunciation, lexicon, and syntax from Gullah and Gichi and
other creoles.

In addition o studies on pidgins and creoles, there have beena
number of studies on standard dialects. However , the major work
has been carried out in the description on the categories of
varieties of language. Three models of variety —description seem
to have emerged so far: Gregory's model (1967,1978), Quirk and
others' madel{1972), and Strevens' modei (1977).

Gregory's Model speaks of (1) dialectal varieties: dialectal,
temporal, geographical or spatial, and social: and (2} Diatypic
varieties: User 's  objective: (fechnical, n — technicalhy User's
medium  (written, spokenk relationship with the addressce
{Intimate, formal},

Quirk and others in A Grammar of Contemporary English
{1972) classify the common core English into variely categories
according toregion, education and social standing, subjcct matter,
medium, attitude, and interference.

Strevens’ model of varicly categorization includes varieties
according to the differcnces of the users, uses, and social
relationships. One major strength of this model is its distinction
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between dralects to be known from the choice of vocabulary and
structure, and agccent to be known from the choice of
pronunciation.

Chapter Eleven brings the reader to the pressing need of the
times to popularize the science of language. "Linguistics” in order
to be able to facilitate language cducation. The lack of which is
responsible for the falling standards of education, It bas been
suggested that unless teachers, educationists, and decision makers
at the national level are aware of the scicnce of "language
planning”, "language education”, und "varicties of language” they -
will not be able w0 make any decisions  which cwould be
considered scicntifically vaiid, and popularly acceptable to the
entire masses of the country. Thisbring into the end of the part 2 of
the Book.

PART THREE

Chapter 12, 1t was suggested by the scholar of linguistics in his

“article published in Quartely Mehran the word order (Subject,
Object, objeet, verb) was absolutely necessary for formation of
correct Sindhi sentences. He chastised young writers of short
storics and novels for producing unnatural language, without
keeping inmind the importance in intonation, This chapter goes on
to bring out the controversy between the die — hard grammarians
and linguists about the correctness of spoken and wrilten
languages. [tbrings outthe idea that focus of intonation and theme
of the senfences can cause various parts of the sentence to be
brought at the beginning of sentences dronting of theme) The
author then discusses the importance of word order, inflections,
and function words in formation of correct sentences. It is
suggested that the Sindhi language still being an inflectional
language, has the  abiliey o express the Subject - Object
relationship in three various wavs:

16
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iaradding 1 the root verb various nflections not only denoting
subject and object, but their  number. gender, and case. For
Example.  the Sindhi wordig ) lwgas lesmaarcendec_saan_c;)
carries i one word, hecause of added mtlections, the meaning of
asmgle [emale threatenimg someone that she is going 1o beat the
addressee, a single, possibly afemale person.

ibr[naddition (o the inflection. the Sindhi language has the ability
to use function. words as wellas

iwhword order te denote subject - olect refations,

Taking one step back in the history of the English language, s
shown that English, devotd of most milections now, was at one
time able 10 express the subject - object  relationship  with
inflections.  For Example, as Charles Fries  pointed out, the
relationship “the man killed the bear” could be expressed i tour
difterent ways in which, it was not e word order but the
tnflections thatdecided who the subjeet and object were:

(rSemann thone beran sloh. The man the bear slew

ib Thone beran se mann sloh . The bear the man slew

(<) Thone beran sloh se mann. ( The bear slew the man.})

(d} Sloh se¢ mann thone beran . Siew the man the bear
Taking on the analogy of the bear and the man, it is shown that in
Sindht language the relationship could be expressed in mimerous
various ways with inflections and functional words without being
restricted by word — order. Derving examples from the Persian
language, it is similarly  shown that the languages that use
inflections and function words arc not restricted by won,, —order to
show the subject object refattonship

Descriptive Bibliograpy: This work ends with a comprehensive
bibliography covering chapterwise all the fields discussed in this
book.
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