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guish the Jat stock of the Baloch race (Gk.Zanthli, Ar. Zut)
whose speech is the subject of this monograph, a detailed
discussion of their ethmcuy has been attempted in the first
_chapter.

The contents of the monograph are spelt out in Eng-
lish to enable the non- Sindhi reader to see the plan and
purpose of this study.

- The young scholar and native speakel of Mir-Jataki/
Jataki, Muneer Ahmed Khan, joined me as research asso-
ciate and but for his assistance it would not have been
possible to complete this work in time. My thanks are due
to him and his learned father Bahawal Khan, Director, Na-
tional Savings, Hyderabad, for all the courtesies and coop-
eration extended to me to pursue this study and prepare this
monograph.

Hyderabad Sindh N. A. Baloch

11 November 2002. Professor Emeritus
Allama .LI. Kazi Chair

University of Sindh
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PREFACE

Long back, during the fiftees of the last century,
when I began studying the history of the Sindhi language
and other speeches current in Sindh, I noted that Jataki, the
speech of the Jat- Baloch, and Dhatiki, the speech of the in-
habitants of Dhat (district Tharparker) appeared to be his-
torically related to Old Sindhi. The more distinct vocabu-
lary and structure of Jataki have preserved some archaic
forms similar to those of Sindhi. I had called attention to
these convergences in the 2nd edition of my 'History of
Sindhi Language and Literature’ (1980).

However, there remained the need for further study
after these preliminary observations. This monograph is an
attempt 1n that direction and should prepare the way for an
indepth study of this interesting subject in the area of his-
torical linguistics. :

Presently, the common speech of the Mir-Jat
{Baloch) clans of Sindh/ Balochistan (Pakistan) and of the
Thatiar-Jat (Baloch) clans of Kachh (India) is more exten-
sive 1in its distinctive vocabulary and structures, though
traces of the same can be discerned in the speeches of the
other Jat- Baloch clans in Sindh,

There has been considerable confusion due to the
similar nomenclature of three different ethnic stocks, These
are the Jaat (&l») of India, the Jutt (&a) of the Punjab
(Pakistan), and the Jat (-, with a soft ‘t) of Balochistan,
Sindh and Kachh inhabitating the coastal belt of the Arabi-
an sea and the contiguous inland regions. In order to distin-
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