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“The Sanskirt language, whatever be its
antiquity,is cf wonderful Struc;ture more perfect
than the Greek, more copious than the Latin and
more exquisitely refined than either, yet bear-
ing t¢ both of them a stronger affinity, both
in the roots of verbs and in forms of grammar
than could possibly have been produced by
accident; so strong, indeed, that no philologist
could examine them all without beliving them
to have sprung from some common source
which, perhaps, no longer exists. There i3 a
similar reason, though not quite so forcible,
for supposing that both the Gothic and Celtic,
though blended with a very different idiom,
had the same origin with the Sanskirt; and the

Old persian might be added to the same family.”
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The first province of India which was con-
quered by foreigners was Sind, the next the
Punjab. These provinces, especially the fromer;
adopted the Muhammadan religion at an early
date. Brahmans are. and have long been,
comparatively scarce in both places. The Pra-
krits in use in both, especially in Sind, were
alwayas noted for their extreme corruptness.
A soil, for the most part sterile, and more
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sunted to a pastoral than to an agricultural
people, was Jeft by the main stteam of the
Aryan immigrants to the cattle tending Abhirs,
or Ahirs, and to the Gujars and other rude
tribes, to whom supervened the Jats, a branch
of the great Kshatriya or Rajput caste who
bhad been excluded frcm fellow-ship for some
reason which has not yet been fathomed. With
so rude a population as this it is not wond-
erful that the Jlanguage became debased,
and thzt the censtunt state of warfare and
turmoil in which the people lived for ages, the
perpetual seiges of their towns, pillagings of
their humble dwellings, wholesale slaughter of
their cattle, and other annually recurring horrors
with which they wery visited, should haye left
them neither opportunity nor inclination for
literary pursuits, by which alone their langu-
age could have been polished and continually
renewed by resuscitation of pure Sanskrit words.

Fohn Beames: Comparative Grammer of the
Modern Aryan Languages of India Vol: 1,
pp. 92-30.
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#Roughly Speaking it (Apabhransha) extends
(in round figurs) from 600 A. D. to 1000 A.D.
P.V. Jahagirdar: An Introduction to the Compa-
rative Philology of Indo-Aryan Languages, p. 27.
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The Sindhi is a pure Sanskritical language
more free from foreing elements than any other
of the North-Indian Vernaculars. The old Prakie
grammarians may have had their good reasons to
designate the Apabhrnsha dialect, from which
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the modern Sindhi is immediately derived, as the
lowest of all the Prakrit dialects; but if we
compare now the Sindhi with its sister-tongues,
we must assign to it, in a grammatical point
of view, the first place among them. Jt is much
more closely related to the old Prakirt than
the Marhti, Hindi, Punjabi and Bengali of our
days, and it has preserved an exuberance of
grammatical froms, for which ali ifs sisters may
well envy it. For, while all the modern Vernacu-
lars of India are already in a state of complet
decomposition. The old venerable mother-tongue
being hardly recognisable in her degenerate
daughters the Sindhi has, on the contrary
preserved most important fragments of it and
erected for itself a grammatical struture, which
surpasses in beauty of execution and internal
harmony byfar the loose and levelling const-
rution of its sisters, Dr: E. Trumpp:
11 e O el e

Looking upon the change from a synthetical
to an analytical state as progress ann develcp-
ment, not as corraption or decay, it may be
interesting not as corruption between the several
janguages in this respect... The most advanced
langauge is the Hindi, which is closely followed
by the Punjabi and Gujrati......Sindhi ranks
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next in the matter of development. It is a
rough language. Loving thorny paths of its own,
but there hangs about it, to my mind, somewhat
of the charm of wild flowers in the hadge whose
untamed luxubriance pleases more than the
regular splendour of the parterre. Even as early
as prakrit times the dialect of the Indus velley
shook it self free from trammels, and earned
for itself from the pendantic followers of rule
and line, the contemptuous epithet of Apabh-
ramsa or vitiated. There is a flavour of wheaten
flour and a reek of cottege smoke about Punjabi
and Sindhi, which is infinitely more natural
and captivating than anythign which the hide-
bound Pandit-ridden languages of the eastern
parts of India can show wus. John Beames
Commparative Grammar of the Modern Aryan
Languages of India i, 48 to 51.
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Learned Musalmansread Arabic and Persian

Hindus the latter, or Punjabi and Hindhi. The
speech they learn at their mother’s breasts,
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was thought only fit for clowns. Yet I am
confident the Sindhi will to the philologist prcve
a more interesting study than that of many
of the other Indion dialecats, The habitof affixing
signs to words in lieu of the Pronouns and the
Prepositions governtng them, the regular form
of the Passive Voice, the use of Impersonals,
the reduplicated Causal Verbs, and other points
which the learner will mark as he proceeds,

give to it beauties distinct from most Indian
tongues,”
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#%In the oldest from of Indo-Aryan as preserved
in the Rigand other vedas and in the Brahmans,
pitch or musical accent was the predominant one”.
Dr. 8. K. Chatterji: The Origin and Develop-
ment of the Bengali: pp. 215-76.

(1) F. E Portiger: Ancient Indian Historical
Tradition, p. 264.
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R, D, Banerji: A Junior History of India, p. 15,
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