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“The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of wonderful structure,
more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin, and more
exquisitely refined than eitﬁer, yet bearing to both of them a stronger affinity,
both in the roots of verbs and in forms of grammar, than could possibly have
been produced by accident; so strong, indeed, that no philologist could
examine them all without believing them to have sprung from some common
source which, perhaps, no longer exists. There is a similar reason, though not
quite so forcible, for supposing that both the Gothic and Celiic, thought
blended with a very different idioms, had the same origion with the Sanskrit,
and the old Persian might be added to the same fmnily.”
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141t may be that the two races (Kolarians and Dravidans} dwelt side by side, and
this is the theory now generafly accepted Or it may be that the Kolarians first
inhabited the country and that the Dravidians came later, ¢ither from the North_
West ot from the South, at a time when the land, now submerged beneath the sea, is
supposed to have stretched from India in the direction of Australia®

E, Marsden and Sir Heary Sharp: A History ofIndiaP.13.

2. Dr.S K Chatterji, The Origin & Develop: of the Bengali Language, Vol.1

3 SirJohn Marshall: Mohan - jo-daro and the Indus Civilization, Vol.1.P 5, preface.
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The first province of India which was conqured by foreigners was
Sind, the next the Punjab. These provinces, especially the former, adopted
the Muhammadan religion at an early date. Brahamans are, and have fong
been, comparatively scarce in both places. The Prakrits in use in both,
especially in Sind, where always noted for their extreme cormpiness. A soil,
for the most part sterile, and more suited to a pastorat than to an agricultural
people, was left by the main stream of the Aryan immigrants to the cattle
tending bhirs, or ahirs, and to the Gujars and other rude tribes, to whom
supervened the Jats, a branch of the great Kshatriya or Rajpuy caste who had
been excluded from fellow-ship for some reason which has not yet been
fathomed. With so rude a population as this it is not wonderfull that the
language became debased, and that the censtant state of warfare and turmoil
in which the pcople lived for ages, the perpetual seiges of their towns,
pillagings of their humble dwellings, wholesale slaughter of their caitle, and
other annually recurring horrors with which they were visited, should have
left them neither opportunity nor inclination for literacy pursuits , by which
alone their language could have been polished and continually renwed byd

resuscitation of pure Sanskrit words.

John Beames: Comparative Grarnmer of the Modern Aryan Languages of
India. Vols |, pp.29-30.
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The Sindhi is a pure Sanskritical language, more free from foreign
elements than any other of the North Indian Vemaculars, The old Prakrit
grammarians may have had their good reasons to designate the
Apabhransha dialect, from which the modern Sindhi is immediately
derived, as the lowest of all the Prakrit dialects, but if we compare now the
Sindhi with its’ sister-tongues, we must assign to it, in a grammatical point

¥ gy JoR) " el s LBl TUonS” o 8 S gead 0¥ pla Souly (or ed b 1 L34
Mmoo Ll A8 oo bl 5 A8 )l solaadind fmn posd g 420 8 pracl
—_ 59 2/ pmig g




of view. The first place among them. It is much more closely related to the
old Prakrit than the Marathi, Hindi, Punjabi and Bengali of our days, and it
has preserved an exuberance of grammatical forms, for which all its sisters
may well envy it. For, while all the medem Vemaculars of India are
already in a state of complete decomposition. The old venerable mother -
tongue being hardly recongnisable in her degenerate daughters the Sindhi
has, on the contrary preseverd most important fragments of it and erected
for itself a grammatical structur, which surpasses in beauty of execution
and internal harmeny by far the loose and levelling construction of its
sisters.Dr. E. Trumpp:

2 s ek o puacy
Looking upon the change from a synthetical to an analytical state as
progress and development, not as cormutption or decay, it may be
interesting not as cormuption between the several languages in this
respect. .. The most advanced language is the Hindi, which is closely
fellowed by the Punjabi and Gujrati. . .. Sindhi ranks next in the matter of
development. It is a rough language. Loving thomy paths of its own, but
there hangs about it, to my mind, somewhat of the charm of wild flowers in
the hedge whose untamed luxubriance pleases more than the regular
splendour of the parterre. Even as early as Prakrit times the dialect of the
Indus valley shook it self free from trammels, and eamed for itself from the
pendantic followers of rule and line, he contemptuous epithet of
Apabhramsa or vitiated. There is a flavour of wheaten flour and a reek of
cottage smoke about Punjabi and Sindhi, which is infinitely more natural
and captivating than anything which the hidebound Pandit-ridden
languages of the eastern parts of India can show us. John Beames:

Comparative Grammar of the Modern Aryan Languages of India,. 48 to 51.
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“Leamed Musalmans read Arabic and Persian, Hindus the Jatter, or Punjabi and
Hindi. The speech they leam at their mother s breasts, was thought only fit for
clowns. Yet I am confident the Sindhi will to the philologist prove a more
interesting study than that of many of the other Indian dialects. The habit of
affixing signs fo words in lieu of the Pronouns and the Prepositions goveming
them, the regular form of the passive Voice, the use of Empersonals, the
reduplicated Casual Verbs, and other points which the leamner will mark as he
proceeds, give to it beauties distinct most Indian tmgues.”
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