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Collections of persion and Sindhi poetry in Sindh

Abstract

The beginning of literature in every language of the world
is witnessed with the poetry. It is evidence of the fact that the
relation of Man and Poetry is natural, and old as the human history.
When there was no writing experience to man and no priting
facilities were available, people used to remember their favourite
poetry and were singing it in the social gatherings. After the long
human history when people got writing experience and then
printing facilities, they started writing and publishing books on
poetry, consisting of their favourite poetry composed by the
different poets. In Sindhi Language theses kind of collections were
named as ‘Intkhab’, Bayaz’ and ‘Tazkirah’. In this paper, [ have
presented a brief introduction of the collections of Persion and
Sindhi poetry in Sindh, specially these two collections: Qsiles Xy
¢ a3 » s are discussed in detail.
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“He was a very prominent poet of Hyderabad (Sindh) during the
early days of the British rule in Sind. He was a learned jurist and was a
contemporary of well-known poets. Gul, Sangi, Qasim, Hafiz Hamid and
Gada ((qq.v.). He is the only poet of his period whose compositions show
acquaintance with the sciences of astrology, medicine and aichemy. He is
also the first to introduce Madeh Tarkh or chronograms (year of birth,
death, victory, construction of a building, etc.) according to the Abjad
system of numerals (each letter in the Arabic alphabet has been given
some value and accordingly the letters of words or phrases when
calculated give the year).

In the literary history of Sindh. Fazil Shah is known as a leading

poet, who composed persianised forms of Sindhi poetry. His Drawn Fazil
consists of ghazals and kafis. In its present printed edition, the Drawn
contains less tham 90 Ghazals. He wrote about ten books, important of
them, besides his Drwan, are: Mizan-ul-Shair, Chunda- Kafiyun, Tafsir
Fazlia and Tafsir Bismiliah.
He is modern in tone and uses sparingly the worn-out age-old artificial
similes derived from persain poetry. He was a versatile poets, and what
may be termed occasional poems. There is also ‘didactical elaborateness’
in his poetry.

A name that is always associated with Fazil and his Drwan is that
of Qasim (q.v.). Both the poets had close association, only Fazil was much
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given to seriousness and elaboratencess than Qasim. Both had their
books of poems accepted by the Vernacular. Text Book Committee and
both had the sponsorship of Mirza Qalich Beg and the pleasure of hawing
their peoms read by students. Qasim was a calligraphist and theologian,
while Fazil was a jurist of eminence. Fazil's father, Sayyid Haidar Shah
was also a poet, who authored Leila-Majno in dohra form.

Fazil's Sindhi and Pesian verses were published in the ‘thirties by
the Sind Muslim Adeby Society. They have a variety of topics and deal
with physical as well as spiritual love. In his youth, Fazil had a passioante
love- affair and had come to the conclusion that one shoud not surrender
oneself to Majazi our Carnal passion: one must dadicate oneself to
spiritual love only. It is noticeable that the imagery in persion poetry, i.e.
the rose and nightingale, etc. are scarcely to be found in Fazil's Poetry.

In any case the Dewan fazil is worth reading.
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Muhammad Ibrahim Joyo’s
Understanding of Poetry and Shaikh Ayaz

Abstract

Muhammad Ibrahim Joyo is a famous intellectual and literary critic who
has played a prominent role in making Modem, Progressive and Secular
Sindh. He said: we laid down foundation of “Mehran” Magazine in
Sindhi Adabi Board, Jamshoro. Our literature which is called Modern
Sindhi Literature was stated writing since 1935. First of all some
Progressive writers of Indian Subcontinent held a meeting in England,
then from their modern Progressive approach came to India. Progressive
Writers Association put its all emphases on keeping away tradition in
Indian litcrature and making a new mind with a new massage. This was
not only for Urdu but also for Hindi, Bangali and other languages. This
new trend was introduced everywhere in India at that time and was also
reached in Sindh. So when we stated publishing “Mehran” Magazine
same point of view was already before us.

Muhammad Ibrahim Joyo edited “Mchran” Magazine and books
published by the Sindhi Adabi Board, Jamshoro. He has written many
books and has rcmained famous Preface writer of Modern Sindhi
Literature. His influence on Sindhi Literature can be witnessed for the
period of more than a half century. His understanding of the poetry is
based on his ideal Progressive trend of objective thinking.

In this paper, I have presented my analysis practically regarding those
prefaces which he has written on the books of Shaikh Ayaz, the great
modern poet of Sindh. I have traced out opinions of Muhammad Ibrahim
Joyo and have found him as Progressive and Sccular Critic of Sindhi
Language.
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Spirituality of Sindh
Abstract

Sindh is not only the name of Geography or its Natural
Resources, but basically it is name of the Civilization, the
Spiritual and Living Science, based on the Divine love and
mercy. Society of Sindh is based on its Civilization; its
Philosophy of life and the practical classical values. History
is witnessing to the basic truth of this civilization, through
Poet, Aalim, Aarif and Waliullah, by their same evidence,
beyond the time and place, throughout the History.
Therefore, Civilization of Sindh is based on spiritual science
and has its message for all the mankind, beyond the
limitation of time and palace.
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"I have seen him. There are moments in a Man’s life
when he can experience God. Such moments are,
however, rare, very rare, no one is shout out, but he
who wants the experience has to wait for it”. (6)
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Importance of Sufferings as Described in the Poetry of
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai

Abstract

The universe is consisting on deferent forces; perhaps that is why it
exists with stability. In this big university, man has its little
universe consisting on different natural forces. Intellectual feelings,
emotions, hope and fears etc all have their opposites, where there
is hope, happiness or success etc. there is its opposite also.

What are the human sufferings? Psychiatrists say, these are
unpleasant feelings both physical and spiritual. It is fact that the
pain exist in the human’s physical and spiritual life. There are
many wyas to face the both pains of human life. Intellectuals are
divided into different school of thoughts; our Shah Abdul Latif, the
great poet of Sindh, has praised to Allah for creation of man and
universe, and for his love and blessings to mankind. According to
him man with his sincerity, love and good deeds becomes able to
get the divine love and that is actual remedy of his physical and
spiritual sufferings.
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Mirza Nadir Beg Modem Sindhi Story Writer

Abstract

Mirza Nadir baig is the son of well known scholor Mirza kalich baig .
Mirza Nadir baig is one of the founder of modern sindhi short story.He
started to the write sindhi short stoies scince 1932, mostly he used to
write the new topic to readers .including social, and romantic stories are
the main theme of his writings. Mirza Nadir baig was well educated and
was full of modern ideas. His stories are replenish the entire aspects of
the reality , he also had focused the social injustice to women and their
rights . he also wrote comic stories , he broaden the topics for story
writing , his writings leave particular impact to the readers . language ,
character and plots are enunciated very smoothly . Mirza Nadir baig
played very much important role for the betterment and development in
sindhi short stories. In this paper his stories and characters carefully
studied to understand his approach to sindhi short story as one of the
founder story writer.
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Introduction to Organization making efforts
of Makhdoom Talib-ul-Moula

Abstract:

Makhdoom Talib-ui-Moula (1919-1993), an epitome of tradition and
modernism, two different streams of Sindhi Literature, possesses
exceptional position in the reaim of Sindhi poetry and prose due to his
unique style and diction of poetry and prose. He was born on 4" October,
1919 and died on 11™January, 1993. During the life of 74 years, on one
hand, he enriched Sindhi literature with his 26 books, and on other, he
patronized various organizations and periodicals such as Bazm-e-
Sarwari, Anjman-e-lim-o-Adab, Firdous Publications, Monthly Shaaer,
and Bazm-e-Talib-ul-Moula. These associations have organized
countiess Mushaaeras (poetry recitals), Literary and cultural conferences,
which enhanced stature of Sindhi Literature and cultural activities.

In this essay | am presenting an introduction of various literary
organizations, with which, Makhdoom Talib-ul-Moula remained attached,
so that we could ascertain how he patronized various literary and cultural
organizations in Hala. Prior, on this topic no one has written with
reference to Makhdoom Talib-ul-Moula. As such this is a new and
exclusive attempt to assess literary standing and thinking of Makhoom
Talib-ul-Moula.
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Historical Importance Of Khudawdi Script And

Efforts For Its Offically Implementation In The
Birthish Priod

Abstract

Traders Community in the Kalhora Period made the Script
for writing their daily business details, which became famous
in the name of Khudawadi Script. Khudawadi Script is
derived from the Brohmi Script, which basically belongs to
Sindho Script of the Mohen jo Daro. Khudawadi Script has
the historical importance and it is still in use in the business
profession, but it never ever remained in practice for
academic purpose.
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Wrong Customs Attached With Sachal Sarmast And
Others
Abstract

Sachal Sarmast (1739 — 1827) was a remarkable sufi poet of
Sindh. He was a symbol of love, truth and spirituality. But
due to misunderstanding on the part of devotees and lack of
knowledge of the researchers some irrelevant customs have
been attached to this great mystic poet. | have tried to
explore all these elements with sound proof and genuine
spirit so that the followers of Sachal Saeen become aware of
the reality and apply the same in their practical life.
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“Sachal’s Grand father, Fagir Sahibdino was a Dervish, who is

said to have acquired spiritual grace from Bibi Rabia Basri the Mera of
the Middle East (1).
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Sachal is called poet of seven languages (Shair-e-Haft Zaban)
He had mastery over Sindhi, Hindi, Urdu, Siraiki, Persian, Arabic and
Punjabi and has used all these languages as poetic vehicles of his

thought. (12)
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Matyari Literary Movement In Prose Of Sindhi Language

Abstract

Matyari is one of the religiously famous and popular cities which
are replete with shrines of number of Sufias who have huge
contributions in promoting Islam.Tohfa-ul-Karam writes that
Makhdoom Sahar Bin Makhdoom Moizad —u-din never slept and a
single night in matyari by Straightens their legs, it is extreme of
respect of a city because of Holy shrines of Sufias. Matyari is thus
known a “City of Education” in the past and it certainly gave birth
to eminent religious scholars and preachers.The literally educatural
history of matyari can never be completed without discussion
about Qazi sufias.

These sufias have greatly contributed in the 13th and 14th
centuries A.H by writng educational reforms.

KEY WORDS: Matyari, Sindhi language, Makhdoom Usman,
Akhoond Azizullah
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Life And Character

Abstract

Life and character is a question of the ideology of a nation.
A nation should have a very clear concept of life, so that its
purpose of living could find the way of life and work. Working
without aim and objectives, is like a boat in the river without the
boatman. Nations of the world do not carry out even smallest
business of the material world without preplanning in terms of aim,
objectives, working strategy and evaluation. Therefore, a nation
should work according to its ideology of life and the code of
character conduct. Sindh has its universal ideology of life along
with the character system. Evidences and Natural signs of the life
and character exist in the history of literature. What is in need is to
find out evidences of divine truth of life in the history of literature
to put the nation on its right natural path, to go through it and work
with divine natural motives of the life.

Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, generally known as "Shaimn Jo
Sartaj” is the grates poet of Sindh. Being a greatest poet he is true
representative of the ideology of Sindh. Shah has depicted a very
clear concept of life and character. We can find our ideology of life
and code of character conduct in the poetry of Shah Latif Bhittai.
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Analyzing Linguistic Hegemony: Attitudes of Functional
Native Learners towards English

Ghufam Ali Buriro?, Wafa Mansoor Buriro?, Shafkat Kadri3, Farheen Baqi Memon#

Abstract

This study was undertaken to ascertain and analyze attitudes of
functional native learners (FNLs) towards learning English as to whether
hegemony of English is refiected by learners’ attitudes towards English
and their Mother Language (ML- Sindhi). The study also focused the way
such linguistic hegemony was expressed by learners. The study was
inspired by the research motivation to conduct a comparative analysis
between linguistically privileged and less privileged users of English as a
second language users; by the insights accrued the study of American
university students and the global hegemony of English (Heinrich, 2010).
As a research instrument, semi-structured, open-ended questionnaires
were run on 20 students of Institute of English Language and Literature
(IELL), University of Sindh, Jamshoro. 4 participants were male and 16
were female. They belonged to different linguistic and academic
backgrounds but majority of them were Sindhi speakers. 5 questions
were asked to ascertain the attitudes, which were analyzed qualitatively
using the Gramscian perspective of co-optive hegemony as the basic
theoretical construct. The responses were put into three parts: cultural,
instrumental, and emotive for analysis. The attitudes reflected hegemony
of English and showed negative attitudes towards Sindhi and MLs. Most
of the arguments were cultural and instrumental; a few counter-
hegemonic attitudes were also found which were underpinned by cultural
and emotive arguments.

! Assistant Professor at University of Sindh, Jamshoro

2 Lecturer — Enghsh at Sindh Madressatul Islam University Karachi
} Assistant Professor at University of Sindh, Jamshoro

* Lecturer — English at Sindh Madressatul Islam University Karachi
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Introduction

Pakistan is a country which came into being after a long period
of colonialism by British Empire. There are five provinces in this country:
Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgilt-Baitistan.
Each of these provinces has its own language, besides there are other
languages also spoken in the country like Seraiki, Brahvi, Balti, etc. But
the national language of Pakistan is Urdu. Following are the statistics of
population of Pakistan by mother tongue:

Urdu Punjabi | Sindhi | Pashto | Balouchi | Seraiki | Others

7.57% | 44.15% | 14.1% | 15.42% | 3.57% 10.53% | 4.66%

(Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Government of Pakistan)

However, English being the official language of Pakistan is
dominant language. It is used in the domains of power, media, judiciary,
and education.Hence, it is a very influential language in this country.
Besides, Urdu is the national language of Pakistan and despite Pakistan
being a multilingual and multinational country, the other languages like
Sindhi are not given the status of national languages and are entitied as
‘regional languages’.

This research took place in Sindh which is one of the five
provinces of Pakistan. Following are the statistics about population of
Sindh by mother tongue:

Urdu Punjabi | Sindhi | Pashto | Balouchi | Seraiki | Others

21.05% | 6.99 59.73 14.19 2.1 1.00 4.93

(Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Government of Pakistan)
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English Language Teaching in Universities in Sindh

English is the medium of instruction in almost all the universities
in Sindh. Except language departments in universities, syllabus of all the
disciplines is in English. Besides, most of the universities offer English
language as a compulsory subject during the initial years of
undergraduate and master courses.

Functional Native Learr:ers (FNLs)

There has been a censiderable debate over the issue regarding
who the native and/or non-native speakers of English are. Canagarajah
(1999) suggests that linguists like Noam Chomsky assert that only
genetically native speakers of English (GNS) can speak it perfectly and
that they are the authority over English. Canagarajah discusses that
notions like these are Universalist and points out that there are other
people too who speak English as their native language but are not
English or American in blood, they are often referred to as non-native
speakers of English.

The term Functional Native Learners (FNLs) is used here for
those people in Sindh who are genetically Sindhi but learn English as
their second language for functional purposes.

Focus of the Study

The focus of this study was to analyze the attitudes of the FNLs
towards English language. The study tried to analyze that whether or not
there is any hegemony of English in Sindhi language and it also took in
account, at later stage, that what the relationship between English and
Sindhi is, and the way these two languages coexist in Sindh.
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The Rationale

Linguistic change is a constant process; be it constructive or
destructive. There have been many issues regarding the threats posed
to different languages all over the world by English through linguistic
imperialism since mid-20™ century. Works of Robert Phillipson, Paulo
Friere, Henry Giroux, Antonio Gramsci, and Norman Fairclough inspired
the researchers to take on the issue of linguistic hegemony for this study
as they feel that their language-Sindhi-suffers from linguistic hegemony.

Study Context and Participant Information

University of Sindh, Jamshoro was the area of study where most
of the pupils hail either from middle class or the lower class. The
participants of the study were the undergraduate students of Institute of
English Language and Literature (IELL). The participants of this study
were both male and female students. Further strata were formed on the
basis of academic background of the participants (Private or government
sector schoois and colleges from which they obtained education) and
whether they were from rural or urban areas.

Research Questions
1. Is there linguistic hegemony of English in Sindh?
2. Do the attitudes of Sindhi speakers reflect hegemony of English
in Sindhi?
2. Literature Review

Attitudes

There can either be additive attitudes of learners towards any
language or they can be subtractive. Lambert (1983) describes additive
bilingualism/flearning as when people learn a second language, and
subsequentlyget exposed to a new culture,and those new entities
become uniikely to replace learner’'s own language and culture. The
learners do not have any fear of losing their language rather they acquire
additional skills. Lucket (1993) explains the process of additive learning

4 £2013 0016502 1 Ji o ano




asthe gain of competence in the second language while maintainingthe
importance of first language as foremost. Subtractive attitude and
learning, on the other hand, are in total contrast where second language
is learnt at the expense of the mother tongue. (Lambert, 1980; Thiongo,
1993)

Hegemony

Hegemony as defined by Gramsci is the ideological domination;
a certain way of explaining the world and ideologically constructing the
worldview by state (Villanueva, 1993). [t is reinforced by two forms of the
state: political society and the civil society. (Gramsci, 1973)

According to Fontana (as cited in Suarez, 2002, p. 513), for
hegemony to be radical, it is important that state must secure willingness
and consent from the minority group the tools to secure which is often
“manufacturing of mass consent” through consistent propagation of
those ideas by media and other institutions like educational system,
religion etc. The dominant ideclogy is so much propagated that the social
order begins to appear natural and correct to the public.

Gramscian Perspective of Hegemony

Gramscian concept of hegemony has been used as the
predominant construct to analyze the attitudes of FNLs towards English.
Gramsci (1973) explained hegemony as when a state or any other
dominant group directs or dictates some ways and rules to the masses;
the later accept it willingly. And the role of education is central to the
Gramscian concept of hegemony (Mayo, 2010). The key positions in our
country are open to those who hold mastery over English as Pennycook
{2000) presents the role of English analogous to a doorkeeper who
allows and stops people from entering a certain place; in this case,
English performs that role by letting in only those in the world of wealth
and prestige who are hoarded with English. In our country, if someone
wants to be a successful professional, a bureaucrat, or one who aspires
to be the part of ruling minority then he/she has to learn English
accompanied by the adaptation of colonial mentality.

5 £2013 0l 165,z 1 J5 o amrnss



Gramsci has mentioned two faces of state i.e. ‘political society’
or the crudelreal face of state and 'civil society’, the softer image of state
(1973, p.13). Civil society comprises of intellectuals whose work is to
extend and propagate the agenda of the state (ibid).

Linguistic Hegemony

According to Gramsci, hegemony spreads even more rapidly
throughlanguage as it happens to be one of the media of conveying
ideas. Our common discourse is constructed by interactions in society
and they are molded by the dominant ideologies of any given time. They
become entrenched in the social fabric and they become common
sensual entities, ways of thinking.

Post-Colonial Bent of Mind

Thiongo(1986), in his book “Decolonizing the Mind”, talks about
one’s alienation from one’s own language with the acquisition of a new
one. Same has been seen here. While learning English, people have
been seen alienating themselves from their mother tongue(s).

The private school system which has English as the medium of
instruction here does the same. The children studying in such schools
show ‘western’ behavior in their life style. Their minds are ‘Eurocentric’. It
is manifested in their life style. The history and culture, the real essence
of the nation carried through Sindhi language and its literature is mostly
unknown to them. As Thiongo (1993) says that the colonial powers
discarded the books which contained history of third world in their own
languages, like a piece of trash and threw them into the abyss of
ignorance to rot and perish.

Preference for English Language

This preference for English instead of native languages can be
traced back to Lord Macaulay Minute on Education (1835) in which he
opposed the group of Orientalists or Classicists who were of the idea that
under the British Parliament Act 43, which made East India Company
responsible to revitalize and revert the indigenous literature and
introduce the western knowledge of science and other subjects to
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indians in their local languages Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic(Rahman,
2004).

According to Lord Macaulay (1835), people of india must be
taught through English language as it had vast resources of knowledge
as he himself stated ‘Poetry of Milton, Metaphysics of Locke, and the
Physics of Newton' and that the Indian languages did not possess any
knowledge other than ‘sacred books of the Hindoos’ which contained ‘all
the uses of cusa-grass and all the mysteries of absorption into Deity.'

English and French languages were, according to him, the ‘chief
keys' to unlock ‘all the sciences’. And the languages of India seemed to
him the “chanting in the Cathedrals™; so useless that he requested the
“Lord-ship” that one lac rupees that the Parliament had granted for the
implementation of Act 43 must not be spent on encouraging Sanskrit and
Persian. He added that this decision of abandoning local languages must
be taken in the same way as one that was previously taken to ‘kill the
tigers of Mysore’'.

On the question of knowledge in native languages he did not
deem it fit to compare the entire Indian and Oriental literature to be
compared with even one book shelf that contained Western books.

It is very common notion in our motherland that if someone does
not know English s/he cannot be considered properly educated. English
language is usually taken as synonymous to knowledge and to
competence. The question is why is it so? What reasons make up such
attitude?

The roots are again to be found in the beginning of the era of
colonialism. Before it, India was considered one of the most prosperous
regions in the world. It was famous for its culture, wealth, education and
commerce; all of that was based on self-sufficient economy of sub-
continent. But from the very beginning of colonial era, the British
shattered the economic system of India and imposed, on the one hand,
themselves as the self-claimed rulers of india and, on the other hand,
they imposed the parasites and social evils like money-lenders, tax-
collectors, and landlords who sucked almost all the blood from the poor
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bodies of peasants and workers who formed the majority of popuiation of
India. As discussed earlier, the English introduced capital-based,
industrial-based economy as they were scientifically very advanced.

After the physical subjugation of people of India, the British
initiated their more dangerous form of subjugation i.e. the mental
subjugation through their ‘educational program’ which they often called
‘indirect rule’. They made it compulsory to learn English and discouraged
the learning of indigenous languages. Indians were toid that like their
cultural, economic and ‘civilizational' backwardness, the languages of
india were also backward and ‘mere chanting in the cathedrals’
(Macaulay, 1835). On the other hand, they asserted that English being
the language of 'civilized' people/nation was prestigious and containing
huge resources of knowledge. The Indians were never told that English
had just got a little importance in Europe when its economy and socio-
political system had changed and became a little stable; that they
themselves were living in a country where there were ‘civilized' poor who
were as humiliated and miserable as poor of India under the rule of
British Raj. Throughout the colonial era and even in post-colonial era,
this mode of thought and ideology has been carried on. English was an
official language in colonial era and it still remains so in Pakistan. The
medium of instruction and the language of text books in colleges and
universities is almost entirely English. This has had some very serious
repercussions.

Many of youth here are denied jobs at different institutes, firms,
offices etc. just because they are not good in English; it is still taken as
substitute for knowledge and competence. The writers of English books
and columnists/editors/journalists of English dailies and magazines are
surely given more importance than the ones writing/working for native
languages.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design

This study wasqualitative and exploratory. The basic construct of

the study which was used to analyze the attitudes of FNLs towards
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English was Gramsci’'s concept of hegemony (1973). Hegemony is
defioed] b Gramsci as securing the general consent from the public on
diff&restt: 83ues which are in harmony with the interest of the state. He
mertiongdawo forms of hegemony: coercion and co-option. Researchers
havedaouse® on the later form of hegemony to analyze the attitudes.
3.2 Research Instrument
Semi-structured and open-ended questionnaire wasdistributed to
collect the data.
The questionnaire focused on probing into following:
1. Objectives of FNL's behind learning English or the dominant
ideology working as the motivation.
2. The preference of FNL's towards English or their mother tongue.
3. Their perceptions of English and mother tongue as the medium
of instruction at the primary level.

Their preferred language of expression.

5. The extent of code-mixing which manifests the extent of
hegemony entrenched in social fabric.

Participants Information, Context and Procedure of Data Collection

The participants of the study were the undergraduate students of
Institute of English Language and Literature (IELL), University of Sindh,
Jamshoro. They were chosen randomly.

Numberof Class Age L1 Primary
Participants . Medium of
Instruction
Male 04 P-1:00 - 17-20:1 Sindhi: 01 Mother
P-11: 02 : 20-24: 03  Urdu: 00 Tongue: 04
P-ll: 01 - Balochi: 00  English: 00
Plv Seraiki: 03
01 '
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Female 16 P-1: 04 17-20: 07  Sindhi: 10 Mother
P-1: 02  20-24:09  Urdu: 04 Tongue: 06

- P-I1: 07 Balochi: 01  English: 10
P-iv: 03 | Seraiki: 01
Sindhi: 11 17-20:08 - 20 P-l: 20 Total
Urdu: 04 20-24:12 04
Balochi: 01 P-Il: 04
Seraiki: 04 P-11i: 08
P-1V: 04

Tabie 3.1: Participant Information

The distribution of questionnaires was done among those
students who did not know the researchers personally. This was done to
avoid bias in responses.

All the subjects at IELL are offered through English as the
medium of instruction. In addition, almost entire syllabus and material at
IELL is Western and not indigenous. This could have some effect on the
participants’ aftitudes towards English language. This study aimed at
probing into those attitudes of FNL's towards English and set object to
explore whether linguistic hegemony existed among the participants or
not.

Researchers personally conducted the data gathering process
but on and off, help was sought from volunteers in this regard. The
participants were detailed about the processes and their questions were
answered. However, they were suggested to write their responses in
some peaceful leisure.

3.3 Data Analysis Method

The data was analyzed keeping in view the research questions

of the study and review of related literature. First the responses were
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divided into two broad categories: Positive and negative. Further they
were divided into three sub-categories: Cultural, Instrumental and
Emotive.

DATA ANALYSIS
41 Analysis of Data through Theoretical Construct

The concept of hegemony presented by Antonio Gramsci was
used as the baseor the theoretical construct to analyze the attitudes of
FNLs towards English language. Gramsci (1973) had discussed two
types of hegemony i.e. coercion (political state) and co-option (civil
society). Researchers focused on the later form of hegemony. Co-optive
hegemony is socio-political rule of one class over other classes through
the consent of the later. Various social institutes such as education,
language, media, religion, ideology etc. are used to spread the
hegemony in the society. Propaganda is one of the basic tools to
hegemonize any people (Chomsky& Herman, 2002)

The data was collected from the students of IELL asking them
five questions given in the Appendix A, to analyze the FNLs adapted
attitudes towards English language through their consent. As said by
Rahman (2004) that English language symbolizes the power, it was
found out that through the attitudes reflected this ideology as manifested
in the discourse of the FNLs. Their responses embodied the perceived
economic benefits, prestige, honor, world of opportunities, knowledge,
compulsion, necessity and at some instances resistance by some FNLs.
4.2 Data Analysis '

50 questionnaires were distributed among the students out of
which 25 were returned but 05 of them were not properly fiilled in, that's
why 20 questionnaires were finalized for the data analysis.

The responses to each question have separately been discussed.
The data have been analyzed by dividing the attitudes in two categories
i.e. (a) positive (b) negative. Further, the responses were sub-divided
into three categories depending upon the reason behind adapted
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attitudes towards English and mother tongue. Those categories were as
follows:

Cultural: When the hegemonic role of English is exercised in
society with the consent of the population and English language
becomes entrenched in the social and culturai fabric of a nation, then
arguments presented by the participants, reflecting the above mentioned
ideology, are calied culturai arguments. Participants supporting mother
tongue may also have cultural arguments.

Instrumental: Participants using English as a necessity to fulfill
some needs like educational institutes, offices, hospitals, etc. And those

* who use English as a compulsion give this type of argument. The same
goes for mother tongue too.

Emotive: When the participants are emotionally avacned with a
language than arguments given in support of such motive are called
emotive.

4.3 Findings and Discussion

The positive attitudes indicate the defiance to learn English as to
substitute it with themother language and culture, and the negative
attitudes are in contrast to that.

1. Please tell us your purpose behind learning English.

Findings
09 Positive
11 Negative

Table 4.1: Attitudes of the participants

Emotive Instrumental Cultural

03 15 15

Table 4.2: Arguments
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Graph 4.1

Number of Arguments
16
14
12
10

—Number of
Arguments

O N B O

Cultural Instrumental Emotive

Discussion

This question was asked to understand the ideology working as
the motive behind learning English language. -

Five students said that since English was an ‘international
language’ that is why they were opting for it. It is a common perception
here that people speak English alt over the world. One student said in his
response, “people in our country who don't know English are dumb™ A
participant gave an interesting answer, she said that since some of her
relatives who belonged to elite class used English as their medium of
communication so in order to talk to them she needed English. One can’
understand that elite class in Pakistan like any other neo-colonial state is
still clinging to the colonial legacy and language (Thiongo, 1993). A few
of students said that they wanted to learn English because it would give
them respect in society. For example one female participant said, "1 think
if 1 know English then | will be considered a sophisticated person in
society.” Another participant said that she learned English because it
was valued the most in our society.
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Some students had instrumental purposes. One participant said
in her answer, “it is very difficult for a person to be successful in any field
if he doesn’t know English and can't communicate in it.” Some students
wanted to learn English because it was the source to get jobs and
develop career. Some said that they leamnt English out of compulsion
because it was essential to learn English to be in educational institutes.

Few students had emotive reasons. They did it out of love for
learning languages and gaining of knowledge that is available in English

2. Do you think we cannot be considered properly educated

without being proficient in English language?

Findings

06

Positive

14

Negative

Table 4.3: Attitudes of the participants

Emotive

Instrumental

Cultural

07

12

Agree

03

02

04

Disagree

Table 4.4: Arguments
Graph 4.2

14
12
10 : -

Cultural Instrumental

Emotive

Disagree
—Agrce
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Discussion }

Most of the participants argued that none can be considered
properly educated without proficiency in English. They used terms like
prestige, honor, value, educated, respect, admiration, appreciation and
power which they attached with English and they said they wiil not get
them if they do not get educated in English. They said these same things
were absent from native language. These arguments were cultural in
their nature. Alatas (2000) has said that it is common notion in Asia that
real knowledge lays in English and not in local languages. This was
manifested through responses of the participants. One participant gave a
shocking response: “They (students) get more knowledge through
English and knowledge is more important than language.” Another
student said, “English contains the real education.” A participant said,
“English is the language of educated people, if one wants to be
successful in that community he must learn it.”

Some students reacted passively and said that it was society
which gave higher place to education in English that is why they learnt it
because it will make them successful. This was the instrumental
argument. )

Few students denied this statement and said, giving the cultural
argument, that English could not be a symbol of being educated for them.
One participant gave this response, “| don't think that people speaking
English are superior because they speak it fluently. This attitude is
nothing but a bad comedy. They want to live English and die English, but
one's intellect, wisdom and competence are in no way dependent on
one's language.” One participant gave example of China and said that
people there do not know English yet they are educated and successful.
Another participant said that one is known for his/her inteliect and
wisdom not because of English. One student had this to say, “If we go
through the history, we will find a number of great people, with their
amazing creations and many of them set bases of many subjects we are
studying now, among them were physicians, then don’t we consider
them as well-educated? (They didn’t know Engiish of course).”
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) Others gave importance to mother tongue because it will make
their mind prepared for the learning of a new language. This argument
was instrumental. They said being educated through one's first language
makes him/her understand ideas very easily which help him/her all of
his/her life. )

Others who presented emotive argument said that they wanted
mother tongue as primary medium of communication because one is
emotionally attached to his/her mother tongue.

3. What language would you prefer to express yourself in?

Mother tongue or English?

Findings
14 ' Positive
06 Negative
Table 4.5: Attitudes of the participants
Emotive Instrumental Cultural
02 05 04 English
08 05 04 Mother
Tongue
Table 4.6: Arguments
Graph 4.3
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Discussion

This group of participants said that they would like to use English
for expressing themselves as it was ‘convenient’ and they would be
considered 'educated’ people and it would add to their personality. This
cultural argument was made by some students.

Participants giving instrumental arguments said that by using
English at the workplaces, educational institutes etc. would give them
success easily. One participant said that if one wants to survive in the
world of educated people he must express himself in English.

A few emotive arguments were also given by some participants.
One participant said that she used English because it gave her ‘charm’,

Participants giving cultural argument said that they wanted to
express themselves through their mother tongue because it was their
identity and they did not want their identity to be lost.

Some participants giving instrumental argument said that they
wanted to express themselves in mother tongue because it was easy to
convey ideas in mother tongue. But this could not possibly be as simple
as that because this must be kept in mind that most people in Sindh
don’t know English and that participants cannot speak English to majority
of population.Their low level of proficiency in English might also keep
participants from expressing themselves in English.

This is remarkable to note that even though the participantsliked
English but expressed’ themselves in their mother language. One
participant said, "My mother tongue touches my soul”. Two participants
said that their mother tongue was their identity and they did not want to
lose it by using English language to express themselves. These
arguments, of course, were emotive.

4. Do you mix Engiish words while you speak your mother
tongue? How often do you do that?
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Findings

01 Positive
19 Negative
Table 4.7: Attitudes of the participants
Emotive Instrumental Cuitural
03 o1 15 Yes
01 -- - No
Table 4.8: Arguments
Graph 4.4
16
14
12
10
8 - No
6 —Yes
4
2
(o]
Cultural | instrumental Emotive
Discussion

Almost all of the participants said that they did the code-mixing.
Some said that it was a *force of habit' for them others said that they did
it sub-consciously. English language has entrenched so much in the
cultural fabric that many of the people here use English words in their
everyday communication. This is done by even those who have never
attended any school.

18
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A very few participants did it for instrumental reasons. As one of
the participants said that he used English words in order to impress
others. Another participant had this to say, "l use English words to
beautify my Sindhi language”.

Only one student said that he does not use English words while
speaking Sindhi, but when one of the researchers interacted with him. he
also used some English words though he himself was not aware of it.

5. Shouild English be the basic medium of instruction or

mother tongue?

Findings

1 Mother Tongue

09 English

Table 4.9: Attitudes of the participants

Emotive Instrumental Cultural

- 07 06 Engtlish

02 10 04 Mother
Tongue

Table 4.10: Arguments
Graph 4.5
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Discussion

Most of the participants supporting English as the primary
medium of instruction presented cultural and instrumental arguments that
it must be so because English was an ‘international’ language; it was
economically strong; the later education is in Engiish so the students
should be taught English right from the initial stage of their academic life;
it will help reduce difficuities of children in their coming life. One of the
participant’s responses was completely astonishing, he said, “if we don’t
know English, we cannot be considered as human beings!!!!” None of the
participants gave emotive arguments.

A few students showed their concern that if students were not
educated through their mother tongue then they will lose their identity
and culture, as one of them said, "We must not forget who we are.” One
student said that this process of using English as the primary medium of
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instruction may lead to language death and many of the phrases and
words have vanished from Sindhi language because of English.

Moast of the students preferred mother tongue as the medium of
instruction in primary education of a child. It was because, as many of
them said giving instrumental arguments, ideas and concepts can be
best understood through one’s native language rather than a foreign
language. Some of them, however, said that primary education in native
language helps acquire second language easily.

CONCLUSION
5.1 Discussion on the key findings

This study was directed to analyze the attitudes of FNLs towards
English using as the primary theoretical construct Gramsci’s concept of
co-optive hegemony.

It was analyzed through the responses given by FNLs in their
questionnaires that English has a widespread hegemonic character in
the educational system in proper, and in social structure in general. As
teaching is not apolitical and it always carries with it the hidden ideology
and propaganda of the ruling class to maintain its status quo
(Canagarajah, 2003), so the responses from the participants clearly
showed that without having conscious knowledge of any ideology they
were foilowing it, that is, the politics of ELT and h'egemony of English
language. Participants often attached attributes like prestige, power,
value, sophistication, success to the learning of English language. On
the other hand, most of them found their native language(s) devoid of
those attitudes and posed English as the second name for knowledge.
This attitude manifests the continuation of legacy of British coloniai rule
in which the educational and social system were based on the belief that
English possessed all the knowledge and periphery languages did not
have anything vaiuable to offer (Macaulay 1835, Thiongo 1993, Alatas
2000).

But students or participants are not to be blamed for everything
as state of Pakistan contributes mainly to the hegemony of Engiish
language. The jobs and career opportunities are open for anyone who
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holds proficiency over English language. This is one of the reasons why
students preferred English as the primary medium of instruction. The
policies of the state towards English and so-called regional languages
are constituted on discriminating lines. State has always promoted the
formar but has consciouslydegraded and deprived of basic linguistic
human rights the regional languages. Urdu is an exception. This attitude
by the state resuited into the famous Fall of Dhaka in 1971 and
nationalist and secessionist movements still remain in Pakistan in which
this discrimination of linguistic rights contributes in one or the other way.
52 Limitations of the Study

Due to the iimited area of the research, the generalizability is low.
But if the area is expanded, the same study can yield more penetrating
results. Secondly, if the structured interview protocol would also have
been used, the responses could have been more detailed. This research
took place in the context of a public university where most of the
students come either from lower class or middle class, the scenario
could be different in private sector educational institutes where most of
the students are urban belonging either to petty-bourgeoisie class or the

upper class.
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Language Controversies In Pakisan And Their Impact On
Sindhi Language

Sanaullah Ansari 1, Abdul Hameed Panhwar 2

Abstract

Pakistan is one the complicated countries in terms of linguistic rights and
language policies. In this scenario, Sindhi language has remained
marginalized at national level and has always come across various
controversies in all ages especially after partition in 1947. This paper
highlights the language controversies in Pakistan, various causes behind
the suppression of Sindhi language and their impact on the Sindhi
language. Also, this study sheds light on the struggie of Sindhi people
regarding the identity of Sindhi language in major cities of Sindh province
referring to historical background. Sindhi ~Urdu controversy, Sindhi
language movement, language and educational policies have been
discussed in the paper.

Key words:Language controversies, Pakistan, Sinchi Language,
Urdu Language
INTRODUCTION

Sindhi is one of the richest languages of the world with its own
culture and civilization. It has potential of embracing and holding rich and
modern norms of the civilization. Misfortunately, Sindhi has faced so
many ups and down in all ages, beginning before partition of the
subcontinent as well as after it. In spite of all that, it has never lost its rich
linguistic element. Sindhi is one of the crucial elements of the Sindhi
identity and Sindhi ethno-cultural heritage. The proponents of Sindhi
language movement are those who are nationalists, who are part of
nationai politics also. This is one of the reasons, why dominant ruling
elitists oppose the promotion of Sindhi language.
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The opposition is not only on the part of ruling elites but on the
part of muhajirs who, after the emergence of their ethnic identity, claim
themselves and their Urdu language a separate and independent
language with the piece of land, from the Sindh. This is a great hindrance
in the development of Sindh and Sindhi language. This politicization
encouraged the Sindhi language movement in Sindh which reaily needs
a serious treatment to save the ethnic identity and prosper status of
Sindhi language.

The aim of this paper is to highlight the controversial issues
relating to Sindhi language in historical outlook. More significantly this
paper attempts to question the conflicts related to distribution of linguistic,
political and cultural capital along with its negative impact on Sindhi
language.

Literature Review

Pakistan: linguistic policy and language in education

Pakistan is muiticultural country having 25 different muitilinguat
communities. Punjabi language is said to be spoken by 44.15% as L1,
Pashto language by 15.42% approximately. Sindhi speakers are 14.10%,
Urdu speakers are 7.57, Sarieki speakers are 10.53%, Balochi speakers
are 3.57% and remaining 4.66% are those who speak different
languages of Pakistan (Government of Pakistan, 2001). Around 42% of
the total population of it is suffering from multi-dimensional poverty,
reported by UNDP, 2001). According to the Economic Survey (2011)the
estimated literacy rate in Pakistanis 57%. It also reports a rise in schools
registration suggested by Andrabi et al.,, (2007),however ASER (2012)
has reported poor learning results in terms of government schools. This
further reports that although the majority of those learners get enrolled in
schools;they do not achieve meaningful learning (Lewis, 2007a, In
Lewin& litte, 2011).

In Pakistan, national language policy-making is in the hands of
federal Government whereas education is under the control of provincial
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government. At the time of partition of Pakistan and India, 1947, Urdu
was announced the national language of Pakistan. Although English
remained the official language and it maintained its colonial status.
Regional languages, especially Sindhi got very litle role, though
provinces had right to promote their regional languages under
constitutions of Pakistan.

Language in education in Pakistan has its historical background.
It can be traced back to colonial era of 1780s. It has some relevance in
today's world also. It was time when English medium schooling system
was being introduced to make uncivilized people civilized by giving them
the western cultural values. By doing this, British people thought to
uphold the local cuitural value specially languages. It was justified
morally to do so. However, it cannot be denied that, it was done to fulfill
the needs of elite class people to maintain their cultural values and
norms io strengthen the British Empire.

Presently, in the government schools, Urdu is used as medium
of instructions, though provinces like Sindh, Punjab etc. use local
languages as medium of instruction. However, in private schools, English
is the only language which is used as a medium of instructions because
Sindhi and Urdu are taught as separate subjects. But in urban areas of
Sindh, mostly private schools do not teach Sindhi as a subject even.
Therefore, Sindhi is losing its cultural values and linguistic right and
privilege. English in Pakistan has created severely pathetic situation for
local languages. This linguistic marginalization has created linguistic
narrowness for the indigenous languages (Tollefson, 1991).

According to Skutnab-Kangas (1998, p.7), there is ‘linguicism’
that is linguistic racism. Higher education in the UK has also revealed
that due to linguistic marginalization; the rights of working class in the
domain of cuiture and Ianguagé have also been suppressed. They are
considered as voiceless.Therefore, it creates distress among them, and
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due to which negative identity of learners is constructed (Cummins, 2000,
Norton, 2000).
LANGUAGE CONTROVERSIES

Pakistan is a complex country with respect to language identity

and various controversies have taken birth regarding the supremacy of
one regional or national language upon the other as an official or a
national language since its independence in 1947. Some major
controversies were: Urdu-Bengall and Urdu-English controversies
respectively that arose immediately after the existence of Pakistan.
These controversies are many and beyond the capacity of this article to
discuss. Therefore, these are discussed briefly.
URDU AND OTHER INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES

Aithough Urdu language has been taken as a vernacular

language in different provinces of Pakistan; its status as a national
languagehas always been challenged (Rahman, 1997) bymany regional
languages. People, nearly from ali provinces, have challenged the
authority of Urdu in order to establish their own linguistic importance and
language identity (Rehman, 1997). For instance, in 1984 the Pakhtuns,
in Khybef Pakhtunkhwa province,held a campaignfor ‘Pashto as an
" identity maker of the Pakhtuns’ (Ghaffar, 1969; cited in Rehman, 1997,
'p.151) as Pashto was allowed to be used as medium of instruction in
schools. Nevertheless, owing to the mistrust of ruling elites, Pashto was
not implemented in all government schools and the Urdu language was
given overwhelming importance.

Similarly, in Baluchistan and in Punjab, two other pravinces of
Pakistan, Urdu maintains ahigher status at schools as a medium of
instruction as compared to the indigenous languages of these provinces.
In Baluchistan, according to Rehman (1897),Urdu language is
implemented for instruction because there is no sténdardization of
Balochi language (the native language of Baloch people).and the large
majority of people in the capital (Quetta) speaks Pashto rather than
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Balochi language. Furthermore, Urdu has a much stronger position than
Punjabi language (the indigenous language) in Punjab. This is because
the Punjabi language movement got very little supportin the province
including Lahore- the capital of the province (Shackle, 1970). Thus, the
various struggles in respect of language dominance, inthere provinces of
Pakistan, did not challenge the authority of Urdu language over the other
languages.

In Sindh province, however, the linguistic controversies have
takenthe most violent form of the struggles for language identity. This is
because Sindh, etnically, has been the most diverse of the other
provinces of Pakistan (Kennedy, 1991) and the Urdu-Sindhi controversy,
in the Pakistani history, has been considered as the most violent
controversy. Hence, the Urdu-Sindhi controversy is to be discussed
separately because it has divided ‘Sindhis and non-Sindhis’ {(Rehman,
1997; 149).

URDU-SINDH! CONTROVERSY

Before the independence of Pakistan, Sindhi was the dominant
language of Sindhbecause ‘Hindus (a Sindhi speaking community) had
tended to dominate urban centers in Sindhi. Muslims represented only
42% of total population of the Karachi in 1841’ (Rehman, 1995, p.1008).
After the partition in 1947, many Sindhi Hindus left the province and their
places were taken by Urdu-speaking the migrants (known as Muhaijirs,

the Urdu speaking community) mainly in the big cities such as Karachi,
Hyderabad etc. (Rehman 1997). Due to this huge influx of Urdu speaking
community, their populationincreased to °'57.55%' in Karachi
and '66.08%' in Hyderabad respectively, by 1951 (Rehman 1995).
Muhajirs were well educated and their literacy rate was much higher
(23.4%) than E£'ndhi (13.2%) (Rahman, 1985). Thismade many
professional jobs and bureaucratic positions accessibleto Urdu
community in Sindh.
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Moreover, there have been various conflicts between the Urdu
and Sindhi communities, owing to demographic, tingual and educational
differences, the language controversies being on the top.. Although
Sindhis provided sheiter the migrants (Muhajirs), with the passage of
time, they started considering the Urdu communityas the serious threat to
their identity, culture, and more importantly language. This was
becauseUrdu language was given much more importance over the
Sindhi language by the Pakistani government, immediately after the
independence of the country. The two major incidents which increased
the doubts ofSindhi people were: the move of the University of Sindh
from Karachi to Hyderabad in 1847, and establishment of Karachi
University in 1952 (Rehman, 1995).

SINDHi LANGUAGE MOVEMENT

The Urdu-Sindhi controversy went to its peak in 1957-58; when
the University of Karachi did not aliow the use of Sindhi in exams and the
Sindhis reacted very seriously on it considering it an order to Sindhi

students to leave Karachi. Theystarted a movement, known as Sindhi
language movement, at which Jatoi (1957) cited in (Rehman, 1995,
p.1008-1010), the President of Sindh Hari {farmer) commitiee openly
made his reservations in the form of a pamphlet as:

It is obvious to anyone that a Sindhi-knowing student
cannot answer paper in Urdu as able to efficiently (other
consideration being equal), as Urdu-knowing students.

The struggle for Sindhi fanguage went stronger with every
passing day as Sindhi peoplewere striving hard for their own identity and
language despite variousschemes against their language. For instance,
in 1959, a new National Education policy was formed to minimize the
importance of Sindhi language in Educational institutes. In this policy, the
use of Sindhi language was restricted to primary school level only -from
Grade | to Grade V (Rehman, 1995).
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This move was completely rejected by Sindhis and they made
various protests against the federal government of Pakistan. A
memorandum was submitted to Ayub Khan (the president) which
showed serious concerns of Sindhi people regarding theidentity of Sindhi
language in Sindh. This effort went futile;as a result the Sindhi medium
schools were reduced considerably.

Moreover, another policy (the policy of West Pakistan) was
implemented by the Pakistani Government to establish Urdu as a
vernacular language in all walks of life. As a result, the number of Urdu
medium schools was increased in big cities of Sindh, in particuiar, and
Muhajirs were considered as strong ethnic community. The official
communication was madein Urdu language and Sindhi language was
discouraged in Karachi, and otherurbanparts of Sindh (Rehman, 1995).

Hence, a major decline of Sindhi language was seen by Sindhis
in the educational and the official domains. They considered the policy
an organized conspiracy to deprive Sindhi people of
theireducation;identity, culture and language, of due share the province.

CONCLUSION

Languages are made national according to the geographical
background and iinguistic richness which results in driving forces of any
country which strengthen the country economically, cuiturally and
politically. But in Pakistan all is opposite of it. The suppression of
indigenous languages and discrimination at ali level has led Pakistan in a
continuous tension of break downs and socio political and economic

issues which ultimately damages the democracy and peace of
the land as history evidences the breakup of Pakistan in the shape of
Bangladesh. Bengali movement is the example, which led to the ultimate
separation of Bangiadesh. Sindhi must be given its historical essence
and national level which it deserves genuinely. Liberation of language
means liberation of minds. Imposition of Urdu or any language on Sindhi
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people at educational level may iead to huge loss of inteliectual growth of
the children, having negative- consequences ultimately in the form of
cuitural and linguistic loss. Losing a language is losing knowledge of the
nation that created it because Sindhi language is pedigree of the Sindhi
people which must survive at its full range. Survival of the Sindhi nation
is the survival of democracy and justice in Pakistan.
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