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DR. MOTILAL JOTWANI: GREAT CRITIC AND
AUTHORITY ON THE POETRY OF SHAH LATIF
Dr. Ghulam Ali Aliana
Prof. Emeritus
University of Sindh, Jamshoro

ABSTRACT

Dr. Moti Lal Jotwani was an eminent Indian Sindhi Shcolar, a critic and an
authority on ‘Shah Latif Studies’. In his recent publication on the work of Shah
Abdul Latif Bhittai, he has drawn the attention of his readers on the tradition of
mysticsm which was followed by him (Shah L=atif). He has stated in his book that
“Shabh Latif belonged to the philosophic School of Sufi but not that of the type of
Jalal-din Roomi, Ibne Arabic and Imam Rabani, neither he is entirely of the
school of kabir, though he came very close to it.”

He further says: “Unlike Malik Mohammad Jaisi and like Kabir, on in the fashion
of Indian mysticism Shah Latif presented himself as a woman. He becomes leela,
Mumal, Vanjari, Nuri and Sohni etc. He feels the bangs of sepration and seeks
union with the lover.

Dr. Jotwani's view point has been translated in this article. According to him the
tradition of ‘Tasawwaf by Shah Latif as a matter of fact, is based upon the
philosophy of the kind of mysticism which is practiced by all the Sufis of the
subcontinent such as Baba Fareed ganj Shakar, Madhulal shah Hussain, Baba
Bulhe Shah and Sultan Bahu etc. .

Shah Latif in his verses imbibed the best Of Islam, Hinduism, Vedant. Bhakti mat
and the philosophy of the teachings of the Nath Panth, and developed a type of
Sufism which was more local in its characters. He has described the qualities of
true and devont Jogis and Sanyasin in his verses.

Thus the tradition of Sufism followed by Shah Latif has been termed as ‘The
Sindhian School of Mysticism’ in this article.
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KHAIR-UL-NISA JAFFRI

ABDUL QAYOOM ‘SAEB”
Scholar

ABSTRACT

Khair-ul-Nisa Jaffri was renowed writer she has written many short stories, she was

teacher of psychology, her stories deeply analyse the emotional unstability of
. person, her characters are bold and real characters of society. She said about her

stories that they are the tools to entertain her heart. As she was a psychology

teacher, she was like a mind-reader, so she was able to make justice with different

emotions.

In this paper her personal and professional life has been discussed, she not only

wrote stories, but also wrote many essays and speech on different topics.
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PERSIAN POETRY OF MIR GHULAM HUSSAIN ‘MAEL”

Muhammad Hussain Kashif

ABSTRACT .
Persian remained official and academic language of Sindh for many centries. It
was so much popular that many people, who were Sindhi, wrote in it; even
history of Sindh was written in Persian. Mir Ghulam Hussain is one of them He
composed his poetry about historical events, which took place in that era. Beauty
and love are the fundamental topics of poetry; Mir Sahib depicted them in a
unique way in his poetry. In this paper | have also discussed the civilization of
Iran, values and trend of Persian poetry.
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INSIGHT OF MANS LIFE IN THE POETRY
OF SHAH ABDUL LATIF BHITTAI

Dr. Noor Afroz Khowaja
Dean Faculty of Ars, U.S

ABSTRACT

Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai is the greatest classical poet of Sindh. His poetry provide
us a universal insight on mans fife and character. We can find purpose of mans
life and classical moral values of life in his poetry. Shah was of the view that the
man and Universe is created by the Aimighty Allah. Man in it-self is nothing but
his worth is to live and work with Love, Faith and honesty. In thijs paper, | have
explained basic realities of mans life through the insight of Shah Abdul Latif
Bhittai. -
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CONTRIBUTION OF DR. NABI BUX BALOCH IN
THE COMPILATION OF CLASSICAL POETRY

. Dr. Anwar Figar Hakro
"Associate Professor
University of Sindh, Jamshoro

ABSTRACT )

Dr. Nabi Bux Khan Baloch is the great scholor, researcher abd educationist of
Sindh. He wrote many books, and compiled the folk literature and classical
poetry of Sindhi language. He compiled the poetry of Qazi Qadan, Shah
Lutufullahh Qadri, Shah .Inayat Rizvi, Khalifo Nabi Bux, Muhammad Siddique
Soomro, Qamber Ali Shah and Ghulam Muhammad Khan Zal. These are the
great poets of Sindh. Most of them belongs to the Wahadat-ul-Wujood School of
thought of mysticism.
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REBELLION OF AYAZ

Ishag Samejo

Assistant Professor
University of Singh, Jamshoro

ABSTRACT

Shaikh Ayaz is that poet and writer of Sindhi language, who occupy a unique
place in Sindhi literature in his writing he has openly, appose outdated tradition
and customs of the society. In his poetry and prose clear revolt is visible.

Ayaz has command over the language. He explained the revolt in effective words.
Ayaz has openly discoursed in short stories, letters, speeches and dairies. His
thoughts are apart from starting and he stood on his principles hence every
misdeed in society which is done in the name of religion, or any thought. In this
paper | have analyzed the element of rebellion from which we can understand
the personality of Ayaz that how much he was brave in his character, principled
and sympathetic to humans.
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REVOLTIONARY POETRY OF KHUWAJA MUHAMMAD ZAMAN

Azad Qazi
Assistant Professor
University of Sindh, Jamshoro

ABSTRACT

Every poet and writer has a unique vision in their skils of writing. He uses his
thought and skills to bring progress in the Socity. Khuwaja M. Zman lanwori is
a great poet and keeps a high status in the Sindh poetry through his great
throught and skills. As other sindhi classical and modern poets have given
massage of change in the socity like this khwaja Muhammad Zaman did same
through his poetry. in this article | have compared the thoughts of khuwaja
sahib with different Revolutionary poets, through which we can easily
understand throught and poetry of khuwaja Sb. Through his poetry ot of
changes in the form of betterness can be achieved.
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DESCRIPTION AND FUNCTION OF LITERATURE

Noor Muhammad Shah

Lecturer

University of Sindh, Jamshoro

ABSTRACT

‘Adab’ is the Arabic word used for literature in many languages of the east. Allam
1.1. Kazi [1886-1968] a renowned schalar of Sindh, was of the view that the word
‘Adab’ is drived from the word ‘Dab’ means Bear/ Animal. According to him,
Arabs in ancient period by putting ‘alif as pre-fix to the word ‘Dab” have made it
‘Adab’ in opposite meaning of the Bear/Animal.

The man who lives only for his biological needs is like animal, but the man who
has the Ideology and character of life beyond the biological needs is the man in
true sense. Therefore, Adab is the classical education of Ideology and character
of life, which is based on universal humanity and is opposite to the animal life.
That is the theme of my paper and | have explained it in the new description and
proper function of literature.
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LINGUISTIC REVIEW OF SINDHI CLASSICAL POETRY

Shazia Pitafi

Lecturer

University of Sindh, Jamshoro

ABSTRACT

Poetry is an effective means of communication. The poetry, which shows the
combination of passion and thought, and is eminent in every era is called
classical poetry. Classical poetry show intellectual analysis of emotions, it is the
poetry of love and humanity.

In Sindhi literature, classical poetry has started from Arghun era. Qazi Qadan,
Shah Kareem, Shah Lutufuliah Qadri, Shah Inayat Rizvi, Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai,
Khuwaja Muhammad Zaman, Sachal Sarmast, etc are the great classical poets.
The poetry of these poets has same importance today as they had back in their
own period. These poets has played very important role in the progress of Sindhi
language. In this paper, the linguistic review of classical poetry of only Arghun,
Turkhan and Mughal era has presented.
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ABSTRACT

Naseem Kharal is the best story writer of the Sindhi language. His stories are of
the high standard in their themes and art. He has dipicted the characters of his ’
stories belonging to the different classes of the society. Each characters reflects
the particular social nature of his class. In this artical | have analyzed the
character's of the stories of Naseem Kharal. Naseem Kharal has presented
social customs and traditions in the work and conduct of character’s with his own
diction. The reader observe character’s of his stories as real and alive as they
are practically working in the society. This study will help the reader to
understand the themes and Ant of the stories of Naseem. :
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Lachman M. Khubchandani
indian Scholar

“MISSION SINDHI”

Revitalizing Cultural Bondages Among Sindhis

UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT in the contemporary World Order is
gathering momentum with an agenda to assure dignity to every human being
irrespective of her/his caste, creed, culture, nationality and language. This
Movement articulates many issues, to name a few, those conceming the
identity, freedom of expression, upholding copyright and privacy in
communications, and protecting the heritage of individual groups and nations.

Sindhi Language Rights

‘Jith the advent of Information Communication Technology (ICT), Sindhi
Diaspora is becoming a virtual reality in the cyber space. It generates a sense of
binding, of belongingness, among all Sindhis across the globe. This includes all
those who identify themselves Sindhis, even if they may not be at ease when
speaking in their ancestral language Sindhi (refered as ‘mother tongue').

The collective and individual dimensions of linguistic rights are inseparable and
inter-dependent because language(s) are constituted within a community and it is
also within a community that persons make individual use of them. Linguistic
rights are essentially cultural, the fulfilment of human urge of gratification to a
particular heritage. The cultural realm transcends the bounds of political and
bureaucratic institutions, and the onus of defining the canvas rests within the
confines of the community itself, It is crucial to unambiguously accept linguistic
community as the focal point for bringing cultural-spiritual solidarity among the
diaspora.

There are many facets of the struggle “Mission Sindhi”, projecting socio-
economic and cultural issues of Sindhyata, the Sindhihood, striving for
democratic and linguistic rights of all groups who express their claim in being
Sindhi, and thus share a stake in community’s progress or adversity — whether
rooted to the soil or having been uprooted from their ancestral homes. Such



solidarity, in return, can provide a solid foundation for combating the social forces
to get justice for Sindhis in Pakistan, in India, and wherever they form a sizeable
cluster of people.

Language, no doubt, plays a crucial role in the organization of institutions. It is
inseparable from such activities as planning, propaganda, and evaluation. The
role of State and of language custodians tends to make language identity,
hitherto a cultural trait, more political (Khubchandani 1991):

This radical shift in language identity has paved the way for its upsurge
from a low-key instrumental role in a framework of organic pluralism (as
exemplified in South Asia), to a top-gear defining characteristic in the
new order of pluralism.

Many state agencies, pressure groups, voluntary organizations and intemational
forums (such as the United Nations, UNESCO and others) have been actively
engaged in the ideological and legal debates as ‘perceived’ in the context of the
individual per se and/or the communities. It is time to reflect over the
philosophical, technological and socio-political dynamic of the Human Rights
Movement with a view to secure a rightful place for the Sindhi diaspora on the
global scene. *

Communication Scenario

Communication being dyadic in nature, communication can create social
behaviour from individual behaviour, behaviour which creates togethemess, a
community. Individual perceive, grasp, register, and place in relation to each
other. We must be able to distinguish in what ways personal communication
differs from public and mass communication; what significance different modes of
communication have for the individual, the social group, and for society in
general. Reciprocity is characteristic of social or collective behaviour; the
harmonization of what one thinks and does to what others will think and do.

Sindhi diaspora in post-Partition times presents a unique profile. A culturally
sensitive, diffused diaspora across two nations (Pakistan and India) has emerged
from the pangs of sudden dispersal of a well-knit community hitherto belonging to

a relatively




As a student of language and communication, | have been particularly interested
in pursing the aspirations of different linguistic groups in plural polities. In this
context, we have been exploring the phenomena of language rights with a view
to striving for a just and fair order of communication in the strife-torn world. Some
of the contours of hurnan communication wee expounded in the framework of
social dyad (moving away from the concerns for individual rights) by a UNESCO
Work Group “Right To communicate” at the University of Hawaii, Honolulu during
early seventies, of which | was a member. The report was submitted to the
UNESCO Commission headed by the Nobel Laureate = McBride. In 1980 the
Commission prepared a Charter on the New World Information Order (cf.
One World, Many Voices 1980). Since then | pursued the enquiry as an expert,
with the Barcelona Group. LINGUAPAX, a UNESCO-supported set up, focusing
on lesser-used languages (including Sindhi). The Group adopted a Universal
Declaration of Linguistic Rights and forwarded it to the United Nation in 1997.
Stimulated by these developments, | have been further probing into the attributes
of ‘communication ethos’ prevailing amidst plurilingual and pluricultural societies
in the Oriental World.

Homogeneous region -- Sindh Province before the Partition. (1931 Census cites
82 per cent Sindhi-speaking population in the Province). The community
comprises of about 22-23 million speakers out of the vast ocean of humanity
populated in the Indian subcontinent totalling around 1400 mitlions, comprising
Pakistan, India and Bangladesh.

Nearly twenty million Sindhis, engaged in the struggle for rights on its own soil in
Pakistan, and a majority of the migrants, characterized as ‘transplanted’ Sindhis,
engrossed with the issues of finding roots in a new milieu. 1991 Census records
nearly two million transplanted Sindhis scattered in diverse settings of truncated
India, resulting from an aftermath of the traumatic Partition of the country 60
years ago. There are also small Sindhi-speaking communities (5-6 lakhs),
occupying border regions within the Indian territory, known as Kacchis, Tharis,
and Jaisalmeris.

In spite of severe impediments of the movement across the border between two
countries — Pakistan and India — during past six decades, the hearts of Sindhis
know no such bounds and are united in bonds of language, heritage and cultural
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and literary treasures. Amar Jaleel in one of the most outspoken votaries of this
reality.

Symbolically man lives in different layers of space. in the context of verbal
communication, a base for the community's solidarity, a sense of belongingness,
can be identified with:

e The communitarian space, manifested through the density and intensity
of interactions among the community '

e The physical space, as monitored by State: delineated by language
accreditation and privileges in a political set up

e the cyber space, ‘networking’ tapped through the dispersed diasporas
engaged in socio-economic activities on the global level, are attracted by
the ‘perceived’ links of language, religion, tradition or any other socio-
cultural trait which remain diffused in physical space (Khubchandani 1999).

Sindhi, accredited as ‘official' language of Sindh Province, occupies a privileged
position in state legislature and adminiétration, 4dn primary and secondary
education; it shares physical space with Urdu as ‘national’ language in formal
domains, and with English as the language of ‘power’ and ‘knowledge’.

On the communitarian scale, Sindhi enjoys an undisputed access, with varied
intensity, in informal interactions, covering most of the rural Sindh. in urban
settings, however, Sindhi functions in complementation with Urdu in areas of
trade and culture, and to some extent, with English denoting modernity and
status. The choice of different languages is guided by individual attitudes to ‘own’
and ‘contact’ languages, ideological moorings, conventional affiliations, and the
grasp of specific languages.

Sweeping trends of the ICT Revolution have metamorphized ‘knowledge’ and
‘cultural’ industries. With this scenario, we are now entering into a phas.e of
communication where dispersed cuitural groups, sharing a common heritage,
explore the space through convenient modes of mobility and electronic
‘networking’. New technologies in cyber space have introduced diverse
information highways (websites, e-mails, personalized home pages, search
engines, and other networking devices), mostly operating through English. In
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course of time, such novel devices can supplement or replace traditional
channels of communication linked with physical proximity (i.e. neighbourhood,
school, village, metropolis, etc.). This overlap of electronic information with the
physical world in different walks of life can potentially enable communities to
build environment for collaboration, discovery, design, and global interactions
through more than one languages. Such initiatives can usher in a new era of
living together (in a way, representing MclLuhan's notion of ‘global village’)
(Khubchandani 2003, 2006).

Then and Now

The edifice of linguistic plurality in the Indo-Pak subcontinent is traditionally
based on the complementary use of languages in one space, typifying a sort of
‘egalitarian bilingualism’ which usually does not threaten languages identified
with ‘minority’ populations. It is ironical that many technology—driven globalization
efforts now, in the name of development, tend to marginalize lesser—used

languages.

At home: Before the Partition in 1947, Sindhi language enjoyed supremacy in
everyday-life communication, as over eighty per cent of the population spoke
Sindhi in Sind and neighbouring areas ( notably Lasabelo and Kutch). Sindhi had
the status of a full-fledged language as a natural choice in all walks of life - in
family, community, education, business, administration, politics, entertainment
and other domains. Other languages, Siraiki (Multani), Balochi, Brohi, Gujarati,
Marwari were on the periphery. Hindustani, as a contact language, was also in
frequent use particularly in public life, in urban areas. It was also promoted as a
part of the Swadeshi Movement during the freedom struggle Imperial English
was confined to mostly higher education and to higher echelons of administration.

Different religious (Muslim, Hindu, Sikh) and cultural strands (Amils, Bhaibands,
Vaderaas, Haariis, etc) in the feudal society were intergrated with the language in
a plural ethos of the Province; unlike the animostities developed under the
banners of Urdu opposed to Hindi in the Khariboli beit of the North-central India.

In post-Partition developments, Sindhi language in Pakistan has experienced &
sea change, radically curtailing its functions in public domains. With the out-
migration of Hindus and the influx of Mohajirs, Pathans and Punjabis, and the
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pulls of intensive Westernization, a compact homogeneous Sindhi-speaking state
has now been transformed into a linguistically heterogeneous territory.
Competition from Urdu and English has intensified, more vehementically in urban
centres. As an instance, Sindhi—speaking population in Karachi, the capital city of
Sindh, is reduced to mere twenty per cent as per 1981 Census. Urdu-speaking
Mohajirs are the largest group 54 per cent (Rahman 1996). As per recent
estimates, Sindhi speakers in Karachi are reduced to merely 7 per cent.

Demographic composition of other cities in Sindh is aiso rapidly changing with
the influx of migrants from other provinces, and Mohajirs from India. Factors of
social mobility and elitist orientation of the educated class have led to an anxiety
among the Sindhi folks about their language being displaced from its own soil; a
prominent Pakistani linguist describes this situation “an aspiration for the use of
the mother-tongue in Sindh” (Rahman 2000). There have been a few noteworthy
studies giving accounts of the changed scenario: namely Allana 1979, Kazi 1987,
Bughio 1994, Jennifer Cole 2005.

The non-Sindhi influx of population in Post-Partition Sindh, have created
conditions which show a striking similarity with the volatile Assam in India. All
urban areas are particularly affected by this influx:
1951 Census records Mohaijirs in the cities of Karachi 56 per cent,
Hyderabad 66,
Sukkur 54, Mirpurkhas 68, Nawabshah 55, Larkano 35 per cent,
Religion-wise,
Karachi Corporation area in 1841 comprised of 42 per cent Muslims, 48
per cent
caste Hindus, 3.3 per cent Backward Castes, 2.7 Christian, 1.3 Sikhs,
1.0 Parsees,
0.7 Jains, and 1.2 per cent others. After the Parition, Karachi has
become
Homogenous on the grounds of religion, foregoing the linguistic
homogeneity:
Muslims 96 per cent, Hindus (caste and backward) 1.6, Christians 1.7,
Parsees 0.5



and others 0.1 per cent ( as per the 1951 census).

According to the 1981 Census, (a) Only five districts out of 13 can be described
as homogenous districts, having Sindhi population over eighty per cent — Thatto
92 per cent, Shikarpur 86, Badin 81.6, Dadu 81.5, Khairpur 80.5 per cent.

(b) Five of them can be counted as heterogeneous districts: Larkano, Sindhi is
spoken by 78 per cent (Balochi 7, Brohi 6, Siraiki 5 per cent ) ; Sukkur, Sindhi 74
per cent (Urdu 13, Panjabi 6); Tharparkar, Sindhi 72 per cent (Urdu 8, Panjabi 6) ;
Jacobabad, Sindhi 69 per cent  (Balochi 21); Nawabshah, Sindhi 66 ( Panjabi
11, Urdu 8).

(c) Remaining three have become multilingual districts; Hyderabad, 56.5 per cent
Sindhi (with Urdu 28 per cent); Sanghar, 56.1 per cent Sindhi (Urdu 11 and
Panjabi 9); and Karachi, Urdu 54 per cent (Sindhi approx. 20, Panjabi 14, Pashto
9). Sindhi language is reduced to a minority in the capital of Sindh Province itself.

Outside: After six decades of dispersal on an epochal scale, we notice diverse
speech profiles of migrant Sindhi community in India (and the overseas),
characterized as “transplanted Sindhis”, finding roots in the plurilingual milieu. In
Indian settlements where Sindhis have concentrated (to name a few, Ulhasnagar,
Chembur, Gandhidham-Adipur, Ajmer, Pune-Pimpri), Sindhi language in India
tends to retain many functions on the communitarian scale, as a mark of
solidarity in domestic and cultural circles, particularly in personalized transactions.
in the process of transplantation outside their native abode, a large section of
Sindhi migrants experience a kind of insecurity caused by cultural marginalization
(in extreme cases, some community leaders, particularly writers, carry this
feeling of being “in exile 11"),

A few pilot studies of the use of Sindhi among the migrant population in india
(Khubchandani 1963, Daswani & Parchani 1978), and later among the Sindhi
diaspora in Southeast Asia (Anita Thapan 1999, Mark Falzon 2001, Maya David-
Khemlani 2001, Kirti Narain & Kevola Sin-tung 2003), reveal that Sindhi has been
yielding place to regional languages and to lingua francas like Hindustani,
Angrezi (South Asian English), Arabic, Malay (Bahasa Indonesia), Tagalog (in
Philippines). In these situations Sindhi language, is primarily retained as a
symbol of identity for ingroup interactions (for details, Khubchandani 1991, 1997).
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The dynamic of this dispersal poses a challenge o ‘understand’ various issues
conceming cultural heritageflegacy of Sindhis in India. Both immigrant and
border Sindhis form a microscopic minority, with a share of merely 0.3 per cent of
the total Indian population; it literally fits the similie: aTTe mein IluuNa misal
“Like salt in the dough.” Sindhi immigrants are scattered in over seventy districts
where they comprise at least five thousand in each district. Different sections of
Sindhi diaspora in India are charged with the issues of identity engulfing the
realms of politics, culture, language and literature.

With such diversity, everyday communications in urban centres in Pakistan are
today dominated by the lingua franca Urdu, and Sindhi is being relegated to a

secondary position.

The dispersal of Sindhis is further magnified by a sizeble number of Sindhi
Hindus (mainiy Bahibands) and Sindhi Musiims (Kacchis, Khojas, Memons)
having a long tradition of working as traders across the shores in the Guif, South-
East Asia, East African coast and a few European Islands (Gibraltar, Canary
Islands, etc). These entrepreneurs are known as Sindhworkies. In recent
decades this number has grown rapidly, and a continuous outflow is extended to
the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, West Indies, and Australia. Now
many professionals, along with their families, also join them to settie in the new
pastures. With the affluence of Sindhworkies (present-day ‘non-resident Sindhis’)
enjoy, these widely scattered groups are now drawn to the issues of preserving
their cultural identity with a gusto.

Living in Many Places

Describing necessary elements of the new kind of diaspora, a virtual
community, Barlow (1996) points out that even when one loses place and
continuity in time, there is a basic desire to connect, to interrelate through a
value system, a sense of collective stak.e as well as shared adversity -- a sort
of communication ethos In the new paradigm, we escape the issues of borders
in cyberspace ~ both/neither -- in an open-ended, non —exclusive fashion. By not
feaving the space, we move back and forth to different layers and gain a much
richer appreciation of physical reality by spending time in virtuality.



Every culture, irrespective of being ‘big’ or ‘small’ (in demographic/economic
terms), serves as a bridge between others and as an instrument of interaction,
which is humanly universal. The over-arching reality of the subcontinent is
denoted by a wide spectrum of linguistic and cultural diversity in everyday life.
‘Language needs’ in a plural milieu are to be viewed as a social and political
construct on a heterogeneous speech spectrum. The masses at large, in spite of
a wide divergence on surface, share a deeper sense of collective reality in their
verbal repertoire across languages in midst of paradoxes, such as the bonds of
plural cultural heritage and creative writings in Indian vemaculars are maintained,
along with a common communication ethos (Khubchandani 1983, 1991).

One has to recognize the reality that the compact Sindhi homesteads, which
Hindus were to leave at the time of Partition in 1947 and which many of them still
nostalgically remember asaanji sindhuri, no longer exists — neither in Sindh nor
in India. The virgin undiluted Sindhi environs have passed on to their ‘golden’
heritage. This cultural inevitability of colosal magnitude cannot be wished away.
Sindhi biraadirii, with such widening canvas of communication, has come to
terms with the reality : ddudho khiiru thaNe na pave “The milk once milched
cannot be poured back into udders”. (For the contemporary generation,
unfamiliar with folk Sindhi milieu, an urban similie will be more telling: “You
cannot put back toothpaste in the tube”. The physical arrow of time cannot be
reversed.

Creative Writings: The plurality and the mobility of diasporic experience in
creative writing transcend the insularity of physical space. For immigrant writers,
charged with intensive native sensibility (like Indian Poet A.K. Ramanujan, writing
in Kannada and English) “Poetry becomes a dialogue between two spaces — one
naturalized, and another innate... Each self-assumed of privilege punctures and
is punctured by another equally seif-validating space.”

The dynamic of living in many communitarian spaces is apparent in the feelings
of restlessness among many Sindhi writers settled in India as well as in Pakistan.
Sindhi migrant writers carry the feeling of being ‘in exile’. But they are not
equipped to express their ‘undiluted’ native sensibility either. A Sindhi writer's
deep past gets impinged in the diffused space in the number of ways which
hybridize her/his creative output irrevocably.
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One can be optimistic that the trans-linguistic experiences of Sindhi writer in a
plural milieu will enable her/him to ‘come out’ of the nauseating feeling of being in
perpetual ‘exile’, and to aspire for more positive goals:

The man who finds his homeland sweet
Is still a tender beginning
He to Whom every soil is as his native one
Is already strong
But he is perfect to Whom
The entire World is a foreign land.
= HUGO

The Sindhi disapora provides a strong testimony of this virtual reality. With the
accelerated modes of mobility and advanced interactive networking devices, the
binds and bounds of a community can be visualized differently on the scale of
time and space. A Sindhi will be identified as SINDHI whether he lives in
Pakistan, in India, or outside the subcontinent. One belonging to Sindhi ancestry,
whether born in Sindh or outside, actively using Sindhi in everyday life or having
only a passive acquaintance with Sindhi language and Sindhi heritage, carries an
identity tag “SINDHI". This, in my view, is the essence of Sindhyata -- the
Sindhihood. A gut feeling of being Sindhi, cherishing the pride of Sindhi identity
and of unity forms a ‘core’ of Sindhyata. This pragmatic ethos of being Sindhi
may be distinguished as SindhipuNo, so as not to quibble over the ideal form of
Sindhyata.

| am reminded of an encounter with a Kachhi Memon from Daresalaam at the
1990 International Sociological Congress in Madrid. He was an activist of the
Minority Languages Movement in England; his ancestors were settled on
Zanzibar Islands (Tanzania) over a century ago. He narrated an interesting
legend tracing the etymology of the term Zanzibar from Zinj-bar, an Arabic
version of Sindh-bar “land of Sindhis”, similar to the names of Kathiawar,
Malabar on the Indian coast. This legend claims that during the Arab rule many
Sindhi traders did flourishing business with East African countries, and a large
number of them got settled on the island, now known as Zanzibar.
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Strategies for the Future

The transcending interests of a nation require developing infrastructures and
frameworks promoting a dialogue through local languages and lingua francas
among cross-sections of society. New vistas of ICT, with converging attributes of
harmonization and synchronization, can indeed go a long way in generating a
sense of binding and security among all sections of society.

Today many developments in the realm of ICT have been conducive to
promoting local content through mass media, as seen in the growing visibility of
local languages in public displays, and in advertising and entertainment circles.
In this context, attempts in the computer processing of Sindhi language and
Semitic-based scripts (through Unicode) initiated by Abdul-Majid Bhurgr in
Pakistan and through the C-DAC (Centre for Developing Advanced Computing)
at Pune are noteworthy (Khubchandani 2002). These efforts should encourage
creating on-line facilities for preparing Sindhi documents from English, Urdu,
Hindi and other vernaculars. In the contemporary milieu, however, written
communications still continue to be cluttered by e-resources in English.

These concerns have led many communication experts to raise the issues of
evolving a universal ‘culture-faire’ communication policy. Concerted efforts
through international forums such as the United Nations, the UNESCO can
generate a consensus over safeguarding collective and individual dimensions of
linguistic rights in a diverse world (Khubchandani 2003). In this light, one needs
to explore the avenues where dispersed cultural groups sharing a common
tradition, known as ‘diasporas', can utilize potentials of interactive technologies in
a creative manner, to enable them to play a meaningful role in the global civil

society.

Developing a battery of IT-related programs in the realm of ‘e-cuiture’ will indeed
help inculcating pride in one's own heritage, and inducing professionals to use
their mother tongue and Local Knowledge in communitarian settings; at the same
time complementing with global infrastructures for effective communication. The
overall strategy should be to link ICT entrepreneurs with social entrepreneurs
and empower the latter to use ICT in ways to sustain the global diversity of
cultures by utilizing the content of lesser-used languages for global cooperation
and for enriching the quality of human environment.
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Keeping these targets in view, we need to develop resources of e-proficiency in
local languages by preparing domain-wise glossaries and translating resource
materials from widely-used languages in different domains -- in print as well as in
digital media. These efforts will greatly enhance the utility of Sindhi language in
contemporary times, and can pave the way to build a sense of diasporic solidarity
among the scattered groups identified as Sindhis across states and across
nations

The diffused Sindhi diaspora can be engaged in meeting the challenges and
opportunities of communication in the 21* Century, by initiating heritage studies
programs (i.e. learning the rudiments of language skills in prevailing scripts —
Perso-Arabic, Devanagari, Roman, literary and cultural traditions) through
formal/non-formal education, ‘networking’ potentiais and devising distance
education curricula.

Such efforts can enable the enterprising diaspora to translate their vision into a
reality, by thinking globally and acting locally to create an effective community
bondage. A sublimated worldview can morally boost different layers of Sindhi
populations (rural/urban, those living in Sindh and outside — in Baluchistan, Kutch,
Jaisalmer-Barmer regions on the Indo-Pakistan border, migrant ‘transplanted’
communities in India, and individuals scattered overseas) to ‘perceive’ the entire
Indo-Pak subcontinent, and the shores beyond, with a multi-fid space to be
worthy of the glory of Sindhi civilization and give new meaning to the Sindhi
diaspora — the Vishwa Biraadini,
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