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(2) The Sindhi- English Dictionary-School & Collcge Book Stall,
opp: Gazdar llouse, Girgann Rouad, ncar Dhobi Talao,

Bombay-2-[ilth Edition. P-27.
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AMMACDONALD B.A OBE(OXON)

(6) Editor: Chambers Twenticth Centery Dictonary-W & R Chambers
Lid. 1T Thiste Street Edinburg EH2 IGD. Lastest Re-print 1982
P_1589

Zcro, Zero, n.a cipher: nothing: the point.

DAVID B. GURALNIK

(7) Editor in Chicl: Webster's New World Dictionary Of
The Amcrican Language-Waimer Books: A Waner
Communications, Company 1984-P.695

Zero 1. the symbol o:cipher;naught 2. the point,
marked o, from which quantities arc reckoned on a
graduated scale 3. nothing 4. the lowest point.

J.B. Sykes

(8) (Editor) The Coacise Oxford Dictionary Of Current
English-Oxford at the Clarendon Press seventh Edition
1982-P.1253

"Zero, {(pl) & 1. figure o, nought, cipher; no
quantity or number, nil; starting-point of scale from
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which positive for negative guantity is reckoned;

iemperature of freezing-point ol water or other point

selected to graduate thermometer-scale from (absolute

zero-temperature at which the particies whose motion
constitutes heat would have 1east possible energy.
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(66) The Universal Dictionary of English Language-Words
Worth Edition, Reprint (First printed 1932) - P. 282
1. (arith.) Based on the number 10 or proceeding by
multiples of 10: decimal notation, the system of notation
based on the ten digits, b decimal artithmeic,.that bascd

on decimal notation: a decimal fraction, one whose
denominator (not expressed) is ten or a power of ten: d

decimal point, a dot used o indicate a decimal fraction.
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FROM THE AUTHER

INTRODUCTION

The Publication of the Book

It was in 1994 when I had a casual meeting with Prof. Dr.
Nawaz Ali Shaugq, the then Chairman, Sindhi Language
Authority. During the course of our talk, Dr. Shaug
expressed his cherished desire and offered to the
undersigned the author of the book, and stressed the need
for preparing a write-up which should be a new, typical and
the first research work, never before attempted, for which
the dead-line was given. I willingly accepted the offer and
began working on the project, in pursuance of the long-felt
desire of the Learned Prof. Dr. Shang.

I continued working round the clock and after months
strenuous labour, completed the stupendous task and
presented the same under the caption "Sindhi Boli Mein
Angan Jo Adabi Karij" (Literary function of numerals in
Sindhi Language) to the Chairman, S.L.A on 26.1.1995.

The scrpit was duly composed, and payment was also made.
The traces were sent to the production branch for immediate
publication.

In 1998, Prof. Dr. Ghulam Ali Allana, took over as the new
Chairman and the publication of the book foremost in the
printline was with held sine die.

On 5.11.1999, after a lapse of about 04 years, I was
intimated through a letter for thorougly revising the book in
the light of the suggestions of the expert to make the book
more comprehensive,

I was reluctant to revise the already completed book duly
approved by the competent authority, as I was awfully busy
working on other literary projects and could not afford time.
More over it was not at all incumbent ypon me o under take
the rivision, but out of a good gesture of co-operation and in

{iii )



the interests of Sindhi literature, I started revising /writing
afresh/ re- writing and enlarging the book.

Thus I completed the fresh work and presented the book to
the S.L..A on 3.2.2001. The matter was composed and sent
to me for proof reading. Strict proof-reading how ever was
done to make the book flawless.

No matter it was. it is never too late, though it is a poor
consolation, yet I feel grateful to the S.L.A for publishing,
sooner or later my book, the first comprehensive literary
endeavour on the topic.

The Book

The book captioned "literary function of numerals in Sindhi
Language" (Sindhi Boli Mein Angan Jo Adabi Karij) is
divided into two (2) parts, one dealing with the preface
which serves as key to the text, and the second comprises of
the text which is further classified into three parts.

The book provides a thorough information on the topic. The
first chapter deals with numbers from one to billions,
supproied by many instances and illustrations, idiomatic and
proverbial quotations, from prose and poetry, classical and
metric {Including examples from Shah, Shah karim, Qazi
Qadan, Sachal, Sami, Sangi, Bulbul, Ahsan, Khaldi, Noor
Abbasi, Soomro Soudai, Talibul Moula, Nisar Bazmi, Ariful
Moula and many others).

The elucidations given are basically intended to make the
book more exhaustive and detailed. The book is designated
to provide first-hand knowledge on the topic to make it
easier for the reader to fully understand and conveniently
grasp the topic which is new, typical, never attempted before
and guides the reader enthusiastically and helps him /her get
familiar with Sindhi being one of the oldest and richest
languages of the world and its vast literature on different
subjects and topics.

The researchers and students can benefit from the sumptuous
information given in the book on the topic.
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The second chapter contains two sections distributed into
sub-sections as under:

A. Repitition of numbers and figures

B. Use of numbers conveying:
(i) Numbers used to-gether, side by side and
simultaneously.
(ii) Numbers arranged in ascending order
(iii) Numbers arranged in descending order.

The third chapter is based on fractions supplemented by
quotations.

A bibliography is given at the end, and introduction to the
book in English is also included.

Sources

The following sources were adopted/made use of in the
compilation of the book:

1. Personal obszrvations: Personal knowledge of the topic.
2. Citation file.

3. Elderly wisdom: Conversations with the wise aged men
and women belonging to different walks of life.

4. Oral wisdom: Oral Tradition

S. Printed books: Books on idioms, proverbs, pithy
sayings, maxims, adages etc. Gulgand, Gul-Shakar,
Sindhi Boli Ji Sunhan, and many others.

6. Sindhi folk literature: Books printed on the folk literature

scheme/project, comprising prose and poetry (Sindhi
Adab).

7. Children's literature: Printed books of tales, anecdotes,
stories, nursery rhymes etc.
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8. Frequently quoted: Literature: past and present.

9, Dictionaries: Printed lexicon eg. Permanond Mevaram's
i. English-Sindhi, Sindhi-English Dictionaries.
ii. Chambers Dictionary
iii. Webster's Dictionary
iv. Dr. N.A. Baloch's Sindhi -to - Sindhi Dictionary,
(five volumes).

SALIENT FEATURES
The following are some of the distinguished features of the
book:

1. The book contains a vast volume of related material
pertaining to the topic and as such it can serve, to some-
extent, as a lexicon of idioms and proverbs, idiomatic
phrases and proverbial expressions basted on numbers,
a{;acgged in alphabetical order and figures numerically
p .

2. The book is on a new typical topic, the first
comprehensive literary endeavour ever presented.

3. The book is a colossal compilation containing vast
information on the topic as can be seen from the
mukadama (preface) to the book.

4. The book is thoroughly revised, re-written, augmented
and made more informative with a modern approach
which helps the reader to conveniently understand the
concept of the topic.

5. A language is no static but a dynamic process which is
apt to additions and alterations. The work is a revised
text with a vast amount of changes which have been
made to make it up- to-the mark and accurate strictly in
accordance with the requirements of modemn research.

6. All the entries are as far as possible with illusirations.
7. The quotations incorporated in the text bear the names

etc. of the author/poet. |
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8. Precision has been maintained by scruitinizing the text.
9. The information has been arranged calegory-wise.

10. Elusive meanings of the words, terms, phrases have
been as far as possible, avoided.

It is rightly said that language is the vehicle of thought and
the chief means of communication, when the mother-tounge
is the best medium of expression and instruction.

According to the serious writers and scholars, research is a
painful labour and a stupendous task. I have worked on the
present topic with the same spirit i.e labour for love. It is
ofcource for the reader to weigh the worth of this
presentation.

To error is human and as such the possibilities of
errors/lapses / mistakes can not be ruled out. Healthy and
meaningful suggestions wiil whole_heartedly be accepted
and incorporated in its revised second edition.

It is sincerely hoped that the book will be of immense value
to learners, students, writers, researchers and others who
love Sindhi language and its literature,
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