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Abstract: Sindhi language is among the ancient Indo-Aryargieges of the Indo-Pakistan
subcontinent. Many features of this language mbakainique language among its group. One of
these features is its phonological, morphologiaadl syntactic aspect. The phoneme changes the
morpheme and hence changes the overall syntaabipepties. In this paper we examined this
property and feature of Sindhi language with paréc evidence from its grammar. We
presented a brief overview of the phonology of l8itahguage, and then described its grammar.
We presented the features of Sindhi noun withaise cnumber, and gender. It is concluded that
the morphophonemic feature makes Sindhi languagece in the family of languages.
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Introduction

Sindhi is a major Indo-Aryan language which is lgespoken in Pakistan, India, and many other
regions of the world (Cole, 2005). Sindhi languagenique for its grammar, blend of Persio-
Arabic and Hindi-Sanskrit grammar, morphology artbmology. Sindhi language has in its
phonetic inventory five implosive sounds makinghg member of unique languages sharing this
feature. This language also has another importaatufe i.e. its phonemic aspect affects it
morphology and syntax. The morpheme and syntaetitufes change when a phoneme changes
in a Sindhi word. In the present study, we examisedhe unique aspects of Sindhi language
with respect to its morpho phonemic nature whichewglored with respect to its grammar.

Sindhi Language

Sindhi belongs to the Indo-Aryan language familiieTother main languages in this family are
Panjabi, Saraiki, Kashmiri, Hindi, Gujrati, etc.nuists are divided on the origin of this
language. Up to date, we have five to six majooti@s regarding its origin being driven from
Sanskrit (Stack, 1853; Trump, 1872; Bherumanl, )986ven from a Sami character language
(Baloch, 1980), and being the native and indigerlanguage of the Indus valley civilization
(Jatoi, 1968; Allana, 2002). Sindhi language evdlve its rich vocabulary and literature in
different periods of its history. The early periofl Sindhi language dates centuries back to
Mohen-Jo-Daro period. The Sindhi language exits mo¥ull bloom in the province of Sindh,

www.ijee.org



International Journal of English and Educationgess
ISSN: 2278-4012, Volume:5, Issue:3, July 2016

Pakistan with more than 20 daily newspapers, falevision channels, and thousands of books
published every year.

Sindhi Phonology
Sindhi language has a number of special phonemis sound inventory which it shares with

only a few other world languages. These are foyslogive soundd0, 0, 00, 0. All the
phonemes of Sindhi language are given in the table no.1 below:

Table: 1 Consonants in the Sound inventory of Sindhi (Nihalani, 1999, pp.95-96)
Bilabial | Labio- | Dental Alveolar Pos*- Palatal | Velar | Glotal
dental alveolar
Plosive pb t d 00 k [
pl bl t0 dd [0 [ kO
(11
Implosive 0 0 0 0
Affricate 0 M
0 1]
Nasa m m] n O O )
nl (11
Fricative f S 7 0 x 0O |h
Tag r 0
(1]
Approximan 0 J
Latera- 1
approximant
10

Sindhi language has 10 vowels in its sound invgnfbinese are as under:
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Table: 2 Vowelsin Sindhi (Nihalani, 1999, p.96)

Vowel in - Vowel sound in  Examplein

Transcription in

Sindhi  IPA Sindhi IPA
[ 0 - b0
[ a L ba
) O < b0
@) i. « bi.
" 0 & b0
9 u. P bu:
¢! el = bell
Tl 0 = b0
9 » bol
9 g b

The grammar of the Sindhi language

Sindhi language has word classes and it is mosttywk for its morpho syntactideatures

239

(Khubchandani, 1968). Here, our purpose is notdscdbe the complete grammar of Sindhi
language but to give a brief account of the wayatks. There are eight word classes in Sindhi
i.e. Noun, Pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, Possiton, the Conjunction, and the

Interjection. Few important aspects of Sindhi graanare discussed here.

Noun in Sindhi

Every noun in Sindhi whether singular or plural @& end in one of the following endings
(vowel sounds or their nasal forms):
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a) _
b) i

c)

d) ¢
e) _
by Os)

9) 3
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/o s
Jai;/ s
nl
i)
/o &
i) s
Jou/ =

The vowel (whether short or long) at the end ofoamin Sindhi may help to determine the
number and gender of the noun.

Number in Sindhi

We may consider the case abun’in Sindhi with its aspect of number. Sindhi ‘noudsange
from singular into plural in the following manner:

(a) Masculine singular noun ending fs/ changes its final /u/ into /s/ to change

into plural:

Singular Plural

& otho camel & otho camels
K gulo flower B gulo flowers
= neku nose = nske noses

il ambu mango Cail ambo mangoes

(b) The masculine singular noun ending in diphthdsg change in the long vowél/ to

change into plural:

Singular

Plural

St

B lav

cat

b

Br 1

cats
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3558 gTTTIT horse 15568 glITa; horses
EBEP dirwa: zeu | door BIEPS darwa.z doors
a.
S Mk boy = thakra: boys
s kel banana = kela: bananas
(c) Feminine noun ending in short vowgl/ in singular will be changed into plural by

changing the last vowel frouil/ to /ju:/:

Singular Plural

= Ok eye SN OKLjul eyes
<y b0 wall O blIitju walls
S mkT] fly 055 mikTju: | flies
nlp ra. t: night sl ra.tiju nights

(d) Feminine nouns ending in short vow@) in singular change the final shorvpwel /00/
into /u:/ to make its plural.

Singular Plural
&L KCItO cot o8 Kty cots
8 tongD leg oS tongu’ legs
J za:le wife o8l za!lu: wives
e melz0 table O3 e melzu’ tables
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(e) Some of the feminine nouns in Sindhi endingpimg vowel/a:/ in singular change the
last vowel/a: / into /u?/ to make its plural:

Singular Plural

18 hawa. air O 8 howa:u airs

L fra: atmosphere | ¢silad foza:u: atmospheres$
B s&ra. punishment | s soza:Uu: punishmentg
lea da: prayer Osled dva:u: prayers

® Feminine nouns ending in long vowgi:/ in singular form change into plural by
replacing long vowel1i:/ into /ju’/.

Singular Plural

$» deri: window 0527 derju: windows
ERTES ghouri. mare O35 568 ghoorju: | mares
XS ga.di. carriage o5& ga.dju; carriages
= korsi: chair Ospm == korsju: chairs

(9) A small number of masculine nouns ending inglmowels/i./ and/u./ can be both
singular and plural and do not change their formglural. They remain in the same form in both
numbers:
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Singular Plural

(b sa. thi: companion | i sa:thi: companions
N pOkNi: bird s prkhi: birds

sl ma. nhu’ man el ma. nhu® men

o8 (U cow o8 [T cows

Gender in Sindhi

The rules for the change of gender from mascubniitninine in Sindhi are explained below in
detail:

(1) Masculine nouns ending in short vow@) can be changed into their feminine forms :
a. By changing/()/ into /0/:
S JKOKOT/  [cock] Seme= /KOKIT [hen]
b. By changing/0/ into /i:/:
&= /Bekeru/ [a goat] o= [bBekeri./ [she goat]
c. By changing/u/ into /ni /:
sl pa /sera.fu/  [goldsmith]&® = /seraifry/  [she-goldsmith]
d. By changing/uv/ into /jaini:/:
s /fokiiru/  [beggar] L /fokiirjaini./ [woman beggar]
(2) Masculine nouns ending sh /ou/ form their feminine
a. Bychangings' /ou/ into ! /il/:
sy /Brlou/ [a cat] o /Bilil/ [she-cat]
s /kutou/ [adog] & /koti/ [a bitch]
b. By changings' /ou/ into % /jaini./:
s% /molow/ [a Muslim priestl .l /molja:ni:/ [Muslim priest's wife]
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(3) Masculine nouns ending i form their famines,
a. Generally by adding™ :
S /KkOOtil/ [a washer mapFis /Kkhstja:nii/ [a washer woman]

b. Sometimes by changing/i./ into& /ri /:

s /d"oubii/ [awasher man] &rs®  /d"oubirg/ [washer
woman]
Case in Sindhi

As with all other variation of class, gender, andnber Sindhi case also is remarkably
shown by the final phoneme, vowel in this casehtmasthe variation of case. The following

declensions of masculine and feminine nouns adofsted Jennifer (2006) illustrate the

example of ‘case’ in Sindhi.

Table: 3 Nominal declensions for masculine and feminine nouns in Sindhi (adopted
from Cole, 2006; p. 963)

Nominative | Oblique Ablative Vocative

‘boy’ Singular | §"ovkirou | fhovkirer | frovkird: fhotkira:

Plural fotkira: |t ovkiran | frovkirania’ | flotkira:
‘table’ | Singular | mezs mezo mezd’ mezo
Plural mezQ. mezoni mezmad: mezu:

Conclusion

The above discussion was a brief overview of thepmaphonemic structure of the Sindhi
language. Sindhi evolves from the ancient Indo-Arj@nguage of Sindh and traveled a long
way of evolution through centuries. During thesequs, Sindhi came under the influences of
many languages like Sanskrit, Pali, Arabic, Peraiach English.

The addition of different letters from Arabic aRdrsian, word stock from many indigenous and
foreign languages and literary works from differémbguages enriched Sindhi. The role of
government support and many individual scholarsrugial in the progress and development of
this Pakistani language.
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Sindhi has its particular grammatical and phonaalgstructures resembling with some of the
Indo-Aryan languages. Its subject object verb (SQ¥htence structure and five implosive
sounds make it language of unique characteristics.
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