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" Properly speaking there are no diphthongs in Sindhi,
as little as in Prakrit; 'ai' is generally pronounced loosely as
'a<i', and 'au' as -'a-u’. The Sindhi, however, is somewhat
tighter in its pronunciation and not quite so effeminate as the
Prakrit, so that it will depend more or less on the option of
the speaker, if he will contract 'ai' or 'au' into a real
diphthong, or pronounce them separaiely as two distinct
vowels. From the manner of writing, no safe conclusion can
be drawn, as a fixed system of orthography is still a desideratum.
It may however be laid down as a general rule, that the Sindhi
ignores  diphthongs and pronounces them as two distinct
"~ vowels. ( p.vi) .

" At the end of a word, no diphthong is admissible,
and it always be pronounced a-u for the sake of mﬁectlon

as sa-u (hundred), ja-u (barley)." ( p.vii)

Ernest Trumpp, Grammar of the Sindhi Language, Leipzig,
1872, Introduction, p.vi and vii.
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" This might have been true in the speech of a century
earlier, but at present, Sindhi has one simple vowel [E]/é /
replacing Trumpp's / ai / and one falling diphthong [av !90]
/ D / in place of his /au/." (p.23)

Khubchandani Lachman Mulchand, The Phonology and
Morphophonemics of Sindhi. [Unpublished thesis], 1961.
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Chart of Segmental Phonemes in Sindhi
Phonemic Roman Transcription

Vowels : 10 (Ten)

Front ~ Central Back

Unrounded Unrounded Rounded
High i g "
Lower - High a 1V}
Higher - Mid - & ' 0
Mean - Mid - | 2
Lower - Mid £ [211 23

| a

Low
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Consonants : 41 (Forty One)

s 9 3 8 5 2
= 3 = Q ) =
) D e & - =
D = L
o4
(1) Stops
Explosives
vl. unasp. p t ¢. . K
vl. asp. . ph th th ch kh
vd. unsp. b d d J g
vd. asp. bh dh dh jh -gh
Implosives (vd) b - d- j g
(2) Nasals (vd) m n n n n/y
(3) Fricatives
vl | f S s X h
vd. z 1
(4) Lateral (vd) ]
(5) Flaps (vd) r r
(8) Semi - Vowels (vd) v- .y
vl. = voice - less vd. = voiced asp. = aspirated

unasp. = unaspirated
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