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Usually in a sentence we emphasise a particular word
which we regard ° as important. Thus the sentence *he
shall go tomorrow to Bombay”, might mean different
things according to the different words on which strees
laad smilarly in aword also a particular part is
emphasized. The emphasis thus laid upon particular parts
of a word or sentence is called accent.

Accent may be of two kinds. One variety is called
the pitch or the musical accent and the other is called the
strees. In the pitch accent the voice is raised .

lowered according as the syllable i1saccented ornot.

So that a language which has the pitch accent pred
ominant sounds very ‘sing song’ to a strnger. In strees
accent all the force of breath is spent on the accented
syllable so that the accent all the force of breath is spent on
the accented syllabie so that the accentes syllable sounds
louder. The effect of a strees accent language on the ear of
astranger is like that of successive clones of a hammer.

Amont langage with pitch accent may be
mentioned vedic Sanskrit, Homerick Greek and most of
the Indo Aryan vernaculars.”

ol G Ale g pgam b 325 595 5 prame Sy b oty I
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Effectofthe strees language. . 136 4,4 278 oviee 5 514

The Phonetic effects of these two Varieties of
accentare very different.

With the strees accent there is tendency to resuce
or drop the syliable (ie, vowels) in the immediate
neighbourhood of the streesser syllable.

The reason is quite obvious. The stresses
syllablennedsall the volume of breath and thus leaves
very little or nane for its immediate neighbour.
gt ol = 25 de Sls e 4 WYY SR S YA (e

195 P S i Sy

“The effect of pitch accent is markedly different. It
changes the nature of the vowel. Generally it tends to
make a close vowel more open.
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